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I recently enjoyed a class with Dr. Rob Snow at Ambrose University.
Part of the conversa�on included answering the ques�on, “What do you
think the Church of the Nazarene needs to do to effec�vely minister to
Gen-Zers?” Gen-Zers are people born between the years 1997-2012 (those
currently age 10 – 25 years). It was a good ques�on.
The majority (69 per cent) of employed genera�on Z and millennial Canadians are
struggling with anxiety, while 59 per cent are dealing with depression, according to a
new survey by Ipsos for RBC Insurance.
This group faces financial uncertainty, job instability, creden�al infla�on (expecta�on of
higher educa�on), and social media pressures which is unique to this par�cular genera�on.
So what can we do, as Nazarenes, to effec�vely minister to Gen-Zers, as well as other genera�ons around us
impacted by current and past events?
It’s an important conversa�on to have. What is essen�al, I believe, is we must offer HOPE.
Psalm 31:24, So be strong and courageous,
all you who put your hope in the Lord!
We are to model a life that is fixed on things above. Easter is a wonderful opportunity to remind ourselves and
others of the hope found through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. “The gi� of the resurrec�on of Jesus is the promise
that—whether embraced slowly or quickly—the power of God’s love is stronger than the pain, sin and sorrows of
what we see… Since Jesus lives, we will too, by entering into the reality that God is both with us now and wai�ng
for us in the future, even if that future looks very different from what we have known in the past. (Archbishop
Linda Nicholls, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada)
May our words and our ac�ons speak not of alarm, nor of despair or hopelessness. Nazarenes, we are to fix our
gaze on Jesus. He is our focus. The uncertainty of life is managed as we rest in the certainty of God’s Love. How
has the resurrec�on of our Saviour changed the way you live? Friend, point us towards the hope that is offered
through the Resurrec�on!
Psalm 78:6-7, so the next genera�on might know them—
even the children not yet born—
and they in turn will teach their own children.
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So each genera�on should set its hope anew on God,
not forge�ng his glorious miracles
and obeying his commands.
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Lethbridge Bridge Community Church
Centennial Celebra�on!

WE ARE CELEBRATING! Lethbridge Bridge Community Church is
celebra�ng their centennial, June 11th with a banquet at their new
facili�es. If you ever have been a part of the Lethbridge Church of
the Nazarene and would like to receive an invita�on, please email
your
name[s]
and
address
to
office@thebridgecommunitychurch.ca Cost is $30 per person.
Former CWD superintendent, and formerly from Lethbridge, Larry
Dahl, will be our guest speaker for that evening. We realize that not
every person interested can make it, so we are asking folks to email
us copies of photos or special memories of the �me they were part
of the Lethbridge Nazarene Church here. We want as many
individuals as possible to know this is our Centennial and to
celebrate with us.
All are invited back on June 19th at 10:30 am for a Centennial Service
with special guest Dr. David Busic preaching.
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A�er a long process of prayer, discerning, planning, construc�on and wai�ng for covid restric�ons to
li�, Southside Church in Edmonton has finally been able to open the Atrium Community Café and
Indoor Playground. The Atrium is a place to belong in our local community, offering quality coffee and
specialty drinks, treats and sandwiches donated from Starbucks and a warm indoor playground for
parents/careers to let their li�le ones play. Open during the week (currently Tuesdays and
Wednesdays), the Atrium is a gathering place where people from all walks of life can come in and find
friendship and ul�mately Jesus. The desire for the Atrium in our community is to be the star�ng place
for those who have yet to meet Jesus, or who have been hurt by “church” in the past, to find a safe
place to belong. If you find yourself in Edmonton on a Tuesday or Wednesdays make sure to stop by and
say hello and experience the Atrium Community Café for yourself!

Our Baristas are here to serve!

Pay It Forward by purchasing
a blessing for the wall!
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There is a beverage
choice for everyone!

Choose your conversa�on
space or a li�le �me alone.

Li�le ones will enjoy
the Indoor Play area!
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with

Rev. Sheri Lynne
Mar�n

Next Breakfast Club is THIS Saturday,
email Pastor Sheri Lynne for the
zoom link!

Are you looking for Easter Lessons for your Church Ministry or a
Devo�onal for your family? You will find all of these lessons here:
h�ps://www.facebook.com/groups/canadawestkids/
Check out the Win One, Give One Contest that is coming up!

Smiling Shepherd Academy Students
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Children's Ministry Students Studying Lesson #17
Evangelism & Discipling Children

Children are great imitators. So give them something great to imitate!

"We will not accomplish our mission accidentally."
Rose Brower-Young
District Superintendent
Canada West District

Family Camp at Camp Harma�an
”I Want to Know Christ”
July 29 - August 7, 2022
Cost: $40 per night
Register here: h�ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NazareneFamilyCamp2022
Long term site holders must register by May 1. If you are not a long term site holder, register now because nonlong term sites will be assigned “first come first served”.
Programming details will be announced at a later date.

Speaker - Dr. Gary Benne�
Dr. Gary Benne� spent his en�re ministry career as a local church pastor on both Canada
West District and Canada Pacific District. The son of Nazarene missionaries, Gary was born
in Tokyo and spent the first 18 years of his life on the islands of Japan and Okinawa.
Gary is a graduate of Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri (M.Div) and Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary, Hamilton, Massachuse�s (D.Min). He was ordained an elder in the Church of the Nazarene
in 1985. He served as lead pastor for 7 years in Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, and 29 years in Victoria, Bri�sh
Columbia. Gary re�red from full-�me ministry in October 2019.
Gary and his wife Cheryl (née Coulter) have raised 4 children and now enjoy helping spoil 4 grandchildren. When
he isn’t spoiling the grandchildren, Gary’s recrea�onal passions include catching really large fish and organizing
annual backpacking expedi�ons on the West Coast Trail of Vancouver Island.
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Journey of Grace – April 2022

PREVENIENT
GRACE

SANCTIFYING
GRACE

SAVING
GRACE

“Discipleship is a journey of grace with Jesus as our guide and
companion. Christian discipleship helps believers grow in the Lord Jesus
Christ as they are equipped by His Holy Spirit, who resides within them,
to overcome the pressures and trials of this present life and become
more and more Christlike.” h�ps://nazarene.org/journey

The mission of the Church of the Nazarene is to make Christlike disciples in all the na�ons. We will not accomplish
our mission accidentally. We must be inten�onal, relying on the Holy Spirit, to lead us and walk with us as we walk
with others in our churches and our communi�es.
How are we doing in helping others walk their Journey of Grace? Celebrate with us!
Out of 24 churches who submi�ed reports:

Prevenient Grace (Jesus Prepares)
We have 66 ways of par�cipa�ng with God’s prevenient grace through community involvement in the past 3
months!

Saving Grace (Jesus Rescues)
From November – January, we par�cipated in God’s saving grace with:
Children New Believers - 11
Children Bap�zed - 12
Children connected to a Chris�an mentor - 12
Youth (12-18) new believers - 13
Youth (12-18) bap�zed - 61.11% 11
Youth (12-18) connected to a Chris�an mentor - 14
Young Adult (19-35) new believers - 11
Young Adult (19-35) bap�zed - 12
Yong Adult (19-35) connected to a Chris�an mentor - 14
Adult (over 35) new believers - 13
Adult (over 35) bap�zed - 12
Adult (over 35) connected to a Chris�an mentor - 14

Sanc�fying Grace (Jesus Guides)
In the months November – January, we have the following par�cipa�ng with God’s sanc�fying grace:
Monthly average of people involved in inten�onal prayer ministry – 405
Monthly average a�endance in morning worship – 1179
Monthly average a�endance in online worship – 1085
Monthly average number of people a�ending small groups – 392
Number of new people engaging in ministry this quarter – 128
Number of new church members this quarter – 11
Number of persons discipling others in this quarter - 127
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Pu�ng the Pieces Together

Rev. Glenn Boyce has it all together!

8

District Family Updates
Please be in prayer for these congrega�ons
as they experience �mes of transi�on.
Airdrie Family
Rev. Dr. David Skidmore announced his re�rement, effec�ve the end of April 2022.
Calgary First
Rev. Bryan Roller announced his re�rement, effec�ve the end of June 2022.
Claresholm
Currently without a permanent pastor.
Edmonton First
Rev. Reuel Gomez is currently serving as interim pastor.
Fort Saskatchewan
In transi�on.
Rimbey
Rev. Dale Fallon currently serving as transi�onal pastor.
Rocky Mountain House
Rev. Brad Teigen announced his resigna�on effec�ve the end of June 2022. Rev. Brad has
accepted a full �me posi�on with Rocky Mountain College as Academic Dean.
Saskatoon
Rev. Dr. Deb Tanasiecuk and Rev. Arleen Plan�lla are currently serving as interim pastors.
Sherwood Park
Rev. Grant Rainey is currently serving as transi�onal pastor.
Wapella
Currently without a permanent pastor.
Winnipeg River of Life
Rev. Alfredo Velasco announced his re�rement, effec�ve the end of March 2022.
On January 9, 2022, the congrega�on called Rev. Eleazar Longcop, currently serving as
pastor of the Bethany Church of the Nazarene in Metro Manila district.
Rev. Longcop and his wife, Jocel and family hope to arrive early fall of 2022.
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In Memor�
Opal Taylorson
A faithful servant, Opal Taylorson, went to be with the Lord February 10 at 2:00 am.
Please remember to pray for her family during this �me. ~ Faithfully, Calgary First Church Team
Norma O. Morgan
Norma O. Morgan, 88, of Bourbonnais, passed away Thursday (March 10, 2022) at
the Morris Hospital.
daily-journal.com/obituaries/norma-morgan/ar�cle_4cd84f10-a475-11ec-a94d-cff0259372e9.html
Edith Edwards
A faithful servant and mother to DS Rose Brower-Young, Edith Edwards went to be with the
Lord on Saturday, March 12. Please remember to pray for her family during this �me.
heartlandfuneralservices.com/memorials/edith-edwards/4879883/obituary.php
Thank You
On behalf of Brad and myself and our children, my sisters, Valerie Hamm (Dean) and Sylvia Kirk (Roger) and their
families, and my aunt Evelyn Haring (Rev. Nolan) and her family, we would like to say a deep and hear�elt thanks
to our district family for your many words of condolences, floral bouquets, cards, phone calls, and meals, as we
grieve the loss of our mother, grandmother, sister, and aunt, Edith Edwards, who passed away March 12, 2022.
Mom and Dad (George Edwards) were faithful laypeople and loved the Nazarene church. I am certain their
commi�ed prayers and hours of �me spent with our families contributed to our own love of Christ and desire to
serve Him.
Mom was a part of our daily rou�nes and is deeply missed. We look forward with certainty to a reunion someday
when Christ returns. Amen!
Pastor Rose Brower-Young
District Superintendent
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District NMI Notes

Gree�ngs everyone!
Your District NMI Council and local NMI presidents con�nue to meet and exchange ideas and informa�on.
We appreciate the a�endance at our bi-monthly Zoom mee�ngs.
Here are a few points that you may want to be aware of for the upcoming weeks:
1. How to HELP the situa�on in Ukraine!!
a. PRAY
b. GIVE
Donate today to the “Ukraine Crisis - ACM1198 Response” . This link will take you directly to
our Na�onal Office where you can send your cheque, make a dona�on with your credit card,
or donate with an e-transfer: h�ps://www.ncmcanada.ca/disaster-response.
c. ASSIST
The Compassionate Resource Warehouse (CRW) in Victoria reports sending 3 containers to
Poland. Addi�onal containers are being organized and prepared. On the next container they
will be including items to assist conver�ng the containers into centres that can be used as
needed for recep�on, or trauma counselling, or….Check out how to partner with CRW at:
h�p://www.crwarehouse.ca.
2. We are excited to announce the addi�on of a Young Adult Leadership Team, whose members will
serve with the District NMI Council to engage with us to be�er promote our God-given commission/
mission on our district. We welcome: Mackenzie Baker, Jetro Ganancial, Jarod Graff, Elijah Siddan,
Nathan Snow, and Jacci Wicks! Please prayer for these new members and all the others on the
council as we launch this team.
3. The NORTHS are coming to our District! Rob and Cindy North, global Nazarene Missionaries serving
at Africa Nazarene University will be on our district May 3rd-12th. A ZOOM service will also be
available on Monday, May 9th. Details to follow in an email which soon will be sent to each NMI
president and Pastor.

4. Thank you for par�cipa�ng with the EASTER Offering and suppor�ng the World Evangelism Fund
(WEF). The WEF supports our denomina�on worldwide and keeps everything going to aid the church
in its mission.
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March 16, 2022 Bulle�n
NCM RESPONSE TO UKRAINIAN CRISIS
UPDATES:
The latest updates re the Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (NCM) response to the crisis in the Ukraine can be
found on social media.
- Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (Lenexa, Kansas)
- Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada
h�ps://www.facebook.com/NCM-Canada-215582899199245
NCM is also doing updates on their website at h�ps://ncm.org/ukraine-crisis I have a�ached the latest update
from NCM. (See a�achment) Also a�ached is a PRAY / DONATE flier that can be distributed in churches. (See
a�achment)

Update: (March 3)
NCM has sent 100k USD to be sent to Eurasia regional office. From the Eurasia account, we are sending funds to
the Poland NCM account, as well as accounts in church Hungary and Moldova. In Ukraine, we are sending funds
directly to the cards of pastors and leaders there so they can support the people sheltering in their churches. The
funds are being used for...
a) within the Ukraine - by pastors to purchase needed items for displaced people in their churches and
communi�es (food, water, baby formula and diapers, blankets, medicine, etc), to transport people to safer
loca�ons, to deliver items to people sheltering in basements and other shelters, for blankets and bedding for
churches that are providing a place to rest and sleep for people in transit to the border etc.
b) in countries on the border with the Ukraine, NCM together with Nazarene missionaries and other
Nazarenes are supplying relief items (food, water) , medicines, toiletries, blankets etc. for arriving refugess, helping
arrange transport and accommoda�on and whatever else is needed. I understand that they are planning a tent to
serve as a safe place for children arriving. I do know that NCM is also partnering with other organiza�ons to
provide trauma counselling and an�-human trafficking services.
Update: (March 16) Another $150,000 is being sent this week for the Nazarene humanitarian response
outlined above. In addi�on, the Children's Safe Space is now opera�onal across from the train sta�ons in Przemysi
and Medyka in Poland. This is a secure area where Moms can shower and change and rest and children can play
with other children. Nazarene workers are interac�ng with arriving families at the train sta�on and in the Children's
Safe Space, helping them find a room in Warsaw or Krakow, providing a "humanizing experience" in the midst of
chaos.

PRAY: Pray for the churches and pastors who are responding.
Pray for those who are displaced and suffering and s�ll in the Ukraine.
Pray for those who are most vulnerable, pregnant or nursing mothers with infants, small children, elderly,
handicapped etc
Pray for those who have lost loved ones.
Pray for those who are now refugees without a home and without a country.
Pray for all the women and men soldiers who had to leave family and risk their lives to defend their
country.
Pray for country leaders on both sides of the conflict.
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GIVE: To help the Nazarene (NCM) response in the Ukraine,
•
•
•
•
•

Send cheques to the Na�onal Office: Church of the Nazarene Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive,
Mississauga, ON L4X 1W5
Designate "UKRAINE"
Phone: 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 Ext 2 (Yara). Credit cards accepted. Designate "UKRAINE"
Donate online at www.ncmcanada.ca under Disaster Response specify UKRAINE
E-Transfer to churcho�henazarenecanada@gmail.com. Specify "UKRAINE" and give your full name and
mailing address in the comments (so that a charitable receipt can be issued).

SPONSOR A REFUGEE/REFUGEE FAMILY
There is a process to be followed to sponsor a refugee/refugee family:
See h�ps://www.canada.ca/en/immigra�on-refugees-ci�zenship/services/refugees/help-outside-canada/privatesponsorship-program.html
It would seem that individuals cannot sponsor a refugee or refugee family unless the refugee is a close rela�ve.
The sponsorship must be a joint sponsorship in one of three ways: as a sponsorship agreement holder, as a group
of five, or as a community organiza�on.
NCM Canada is not a registered sponsorship agreement holder nor is the Church of the Nazarene Canada.
For a list of sponsorship agreement holders in Ontario:
h�ps://www.canada.ca/en/immigra�on-refugees-ci�zenship/services/refugees/help-outside-canada/privatesponsorship-program/agreement-holders/holders-list.html
The informa�on on the Canadian government website says you can select a specific refugee or refugee family but
the process takes longer.
It may be that some/many Ukrainian refugees are BVOR (Blended Visa Office-Referred) which means they have
already been screened and approved. The steps to follow are outlined in a video Blended Visa Office-Referred
Program: About the process - Canada.ca (h�ps://youtu.be/dJ3togUj3PM)
As stated in the beginning, there is a process to be followed in order to sponsor a refugee/refugee family and the
process must be followed.
Blessings,
Rev. Elaine Bumstead
Execu�ve Director
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada
3657 Ponytrail Drive
Mississauga, ON L4X 1W5

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries CANADA has prepared their 2021 - 2022 Annual Report.
"NCM Canada acknowledges and greatly appreciates the generosity of Canadian Nazarenes
whose hearts are moved to give to meet the needs of people in our world. In this report, read about how your
giving is impac�ng the lives of many people in our world and read their stories and rejoice with us that God is at
work and using your gi�s for His glory!"
h�ps://www.ncmcanada.ca/_files/ugd/12d89c_669aa57f1cc345dd934cf2953e7f060d.pdf
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A li�le history on the Deeks family and the Church of the Nazarene.
Danny Deeks dad, David Deeks was the founder
of Deeks Insurance and is a laymen in the Church
of the Nazarene Central District. Danny's parents
were worship leaders in several Nazarene
churches and his grandfather Rev. Dwight Deeks
was a Nazarene Pastor and ul�mately managed
the Nazarene Publishing House in Kansas City
way back when. David Deeks has since re�red but
in 1995 he developed a program called the
Evangelical Group Insurance Plan which is
thriving today. One of our original partners in
1995 was the Church of the Nazarene and that
partnership is s�ll going strong today.
The heart of the program is to use their business to support Church Members & Church Ministry Advancement
through the everyday purchase of Auto & Property Insurance. They have roughly 30K Evangelicals in Canada
insured with highly compe��ve rates for AUTO & PROPERTY Insurance and a comprehensive menu of coverages.
They then use these rates to lower the household costs for church members and then give back 1.5% of all
premiums collected to the denomina�onal head office for them to use however they see fit to advance the
Kingdom work being done. The Church of the Nazarene program is just one of many they have with other
denomina�ons and higher educa�on ins�tu�ons (h�ps://www.deeksinsurance.ca/plans-groups). Here is a copy of
the latest annual partnership report for your review.
Their auto & property program is available in Alberta and property only in Saskatchewan & Manitoba.

We would like to acknowledge that the Nazarene churches of the Canada West District are located on
the tradi�onal territories of many of Canada’s First Peoples and the homeland of the Me�s Na�on.
These territories include the land of Trea�es 1 and 2 in Manitoba; Trea�es 4 and 6 in Saskatchewan;
and Trea�es 6 and 7 in Alberta.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to these lands. We are grateful
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in these communi�es, and we commit
ourselves to the work of reconcilia�on with First Na�ons people. Click the link below for a full
statement from CWD.
h�ps://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5c/5cda97d9-ee18-4f6b-adca-7087eeba2f06/
documents/CWD_Land_Acknowledgment.pdf

Church of the Nazarene
1243 Erin Dr. SE, Airdrie, AB T4B 2H3
403-912-3043 | cwdnazarene.org
Find us on Facebook and Instagram:
facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/
instagram.com/cwdnazarene/

14

