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Whatever It Takes
It seemed like even the weather had to join the ranks of what was against
us. I was walking by our front window and caught a glimpse of the tree
branches bouncing uncontrollably in the wild wind of the current winter squall.
The wind was howling around the side of the house. The sky looked bleak. Typical,
I thought, for yet another day in this season of grey, cold, harsh pandemic life.
And then the bird feeder caught my eye. Yes, it was swinging in the wind, a veritable roller
coaster for any bird brave enough to try and land.
But the birds! There were dozens of them, figh�ng against the wind,
some landing on branches above and below, some landing on the
ground, to feed from the seeds that had fallen out of the feeder. Some
tenacious ones managed to find a perch and grab some food before
haviing to fly somewhere a li�le more secure.
I was impressed by the determina�on of these �ny, weightless, fragile
li�le birds to seek food for themselves. No storm squall, snow fall, or
uncomfortable perch stall was going to prevent them from ge�ng what
they needed.
I was taken aback as I realized how easily I can allow myself to grow
apathe�c to my own spiritual needs, blaming the lack of mo�va�on on
pandemic restric�ons, or other people’s insensi�vity, or the roller
coaster of these days.
It is like Ecclesiastes 6:7,
“We work to feed our appe�tes;
Meanwhile our souls go hungry.”
And God spoke to me through Amos 4:6
“But you never got hungry for me. You con�nued to ignore me.”
Thank you, God, for reminding me what it looks like to have true hunger for you. No loud pandemic squalls,
or uncomfortable schedule perches should deter me from seeking you. You are the Bread of Life.
My friends, whatever it takes, let us fill our hearts, our minds, and our spirits with the One who
will sa�sfy. And then rest in His love.
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Pu�ng the Pieces Together

Rev. Howard Griffin enjoyed his
puzzle. He is 101 years old!

District Secretary and his wife, Bob
and Lavon Ta�rie used
quaran�ning to their advantage!

Lynn Rustulka and Family celebrated
Thanksmas doing their puzzle.

Rev. Richard and
Charlo�e
McInnes
~
a favourite
thing to do
together. *

Rev. Sheri Lynne Mar�n &
Molly are a great team.
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with

Rev. Sheri Lynne
Mar�n

Chris�ne from the Edmonton First Church is on the Jesus
Journey with these two cu�es!
To JOIN the JOURNEY email cwdkids@telus.net.

The Hauns - our LINKS Missionary
Family have joined our Jesus
Journey too!

Register here: h�ps://forms.gle/XNeibq4MwC9hFoC69

Children are great imitators. So give them something great to imitate!
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District Family Updates
In Memorium
Gwen Hodgson passed away Monday, December 6.
Please pray for her family and friends during this �me.
A celebra�on of life for Gwen will be held in the spring.
Faithfully, Calgary First Church Team

Please be in prayer for these congrega�ons
as they experience �mes of transi�on.
Calgary First
Rev. Bryan Roller announced his re�rement, effec�ve the end of June 2022.
Edmonton First
Rev. Reuel Gomez is currently serving as interim pastor.
Fort Saskatchewan
In transi�on.
Rimbey
Rev. Dale Fallon currently serving as transi�onal pastor.
Rocky Mountain House
Rev. Brad Teigen announced his resigna�on effec�ve the end of June 2022. Rev. Brad has
accepted a full �me posi�on with Rocky Mountain College as Academic Dean.
Saskatoon
Rev. Dr. Deb Tanasiecuk and Rev. Arleen Plan�lla are currently serving as interim pastors.
Sherwood Park
Rev. Grant Rainey is currently serving as transi�onal pastor.
Wapella
Currently without a permanent pastor.
Winnipeg River of Life
Rev. Alfredo Velasco announced his re�rement, effec�ve the end of March 2022.
On January 9, 2022, the congrega�on called Rev. Eleazar Longcop, currently serving as
pastor of the Bethany Church of the Nazarene in Metro Manila district.
Rev. Longcop and his wife, Jocel and family hope to arrive early fall of 2022.
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Gree�ngs Friends,
Thank you for your interest in Missions, par�cularly in the efforts which our
denomina�on exerts to fulfill the Great Commission. We have two things to
highlight:
1. Please pray for Canadian missionaries Gaston and Lucy Echeguia who are preparing to leave the
Canada Central district soon and serve in Spain. Their assignment is church plan�ng. Let us pray
that God will direct and go before them every step of the way. May the Spanish people be open to
the Gospel message. We have prayer cards available for you to print and distribute.
2. The most vital offering in our denomina�on is the World Evangelism Fund (WEF). The following
ar�cle, wri�en by our District NMI Secretary helps us accept our responsibility ‘with excitement and
faith in our good, good Father’ to meet this important obliga�on.
WORLD EVANGELISM FUND
Is this a phrase that inspires you or makes you roll your eyes? Maybe, both??
Perhaps it depends on who is saying it, or the �me of year. I know it can make me
do both, depending on the context of its use. May I suggest it could bring about a
different response? A response of amazement at God’s abundant provision, as
your church gives to this fund monthly, with faith that God will bring the increase!
This is what I would like to see in our churches. We preach and teach that God is our provider. That he will
mul�ply our faithful giving and �thing as individuals in the church. Do we do the same with the income/
offerings of the church? The Global Church of the Nazarene asks each church to give a par�al �the, 5.5% of
its income towards WEF.
Of course, this is an act of faith, to send this amount away from local needs – even the needs to pay the
pastor. But let’s ask ourselves: do we serve a God who blesses and mul�plies our faithful giving with His
math? Do we really believe this? For each member of the congrega�on as well as the church as a whole?
If you have never experienced God’s provision by commi�ng to �the off the top of your paycheque, not
with what is le� at the end, this is a word of encouragement to do so. Trust God to provide what is needed
each month. As a church, see where God will provide the increase as you commit to suppor�ng the WEF
“�the” each month. Last year, 22 of our 34 churches par�cipated in giving to WEF. I know it was a tough
year with Covid 19 restric�ons and limita�ons. But let’s remember, our great God, Yahweh, is greater than
the circumstances of our world. He is steadfast. He is our provider. So, when you hear the phrase, World
Evangelism Fund, may it bring to mind memories of God as our provider. He’s the One who mul�plies from
His abundance as we faithfully give. May we do so, with great joy!
Judy Herbert, District NMI Secretary

Prayer Card download
h�ps://drive.google.com/file/d/1QYVJM0vvjG70RTuyWbNQZey2JAwkUTx5/view?usp=sharing
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Lethbridge Church Brings a Family Together
Bringing Aubry’s Family to Canada
The Bridge Community Church in
Lethbridge has been working to bring the
wife and children of their fellow church
member, Aubry, to Lethbridge.
This journey has been in process for over
three years now. Aubry’s journey took
him thru the US to Montreal and then to
Lethbridge where he had an uncle. He
has been in Canada since 2017. Besides
his na�ve language, Aubry also speaks
French. While living in Africa he a�ended
a Nazarene Church in Rwanda. Once he
se�led in Lethbridge, he contacted The
Bridge Community Church and had his
membership transferred from Africa.
Aubry’s wife and three children are
anxious to come to Canada. Aubry’s son
was born a�er his father le� Africa.
While they wait to come to Canada the
children are learning English. A�er
acquiring employment Aubry started to
send money to his family to help his wife
support the family. One of the church
members stays connected with his wife.
Through various fundraising efforts
Lethbridge church has raised $29,000,
the amount needed to bring this family
together.
Please pray for: the family to be reunited
this year, that the paperwork is right the
first �me, and for Aubry to be able to get
his permanent residency.
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Ambrose Open House
OPEN HOUSE 2022 (VIRTUAL) FEBRUARY 10, 2022
Join us for our Open House in the comfort of your home! You will be able to virtually tour the campus, get
details about our programs and many scholarships, meet current professors and staff, and much more!
See you on Thursday, February 10th, 2022 from 6-8pm (Mountain Time)!
•

Apply for free

•

Tour the campus virtually

•

A�end a financial aid and awards webinar

•

Meet current students and learn about campus life – Ambassador Panel

•

Enter to win a $2000 bursary

The evening is designed for you! Come learn more about Ambrose!
Register Now On Hopin: h�ps://hopin.com/events/copy-of-winter-open-house-2021

h�ps://www.campharma�an.com/

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the
steadfast love of God forever and ever.
Psalms 52:8

Church of the Nazarene
1243 Erin Dr. SE, Airdrie, AB T4B 2H3
403-912-3043 | cwdnazarene.org
Find us on Facebook and Instagram:
facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/
instagram.com/cwdnazarene/
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