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We were recently honoured to host a beautiful fall wedding at
our place. The rich colours of the golden and red leaves, the lush
green of the pasture, the deep blue of the sky, were a beautiful backdrop
to a signi�icant beginning for two special families.

It wasn’t but a couple of days later when a forceful wind came. This year’s
landscape changed once again as leaves were blown from tree branches to

every crevice around rocks and bushes. They will continue to ful�ill a purpose,
offering a ground covering for colder days, and nutrients for future foliage.

The wind made all the difference.

I have been preaching recently from Acts, chapter 2, speci�ically these four verses:

2When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and �illed the whole house where they were sitting. 3They
saw what seemed to be tongues of �ire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them
were �illed with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.

Scripture tells us there were 120 people in that upper room. Included in that number were the disciples –
impetuous, scrappy, clueless, fearful, one a thief, some were doubters. We also learn about brothers of Jesus
being present – they once did not believe Jesus was the Messiah. Several women were present, including
Mary, the mother of Jesus.

Verse 2 describes a sound like the blowing of a violent wind �illing the place. Those 120 people were
changed FOREVER, �illed with the Holy Spirit. This event was the birthing of a new movement which
continues today through the Church.

Those people were sent to ful�ill a new purpose, sharing the message of Jesus Christ to the nations. They
were determined, unbending, in sharing their testimonies, even to the point of death.

As Nazarenes, we believe in the baptism of the Holy Spirit when we receive Christ. We, too, are given a new
purpose, that of living a life that testi�ies to the reality of the Living God. Let us remember, we do not walk
alone. God is with us! I want to remind us today that we are no longer simply living; we are alive in Christ!
May our words, our actions to others, point others to Christ. This purpose is so great we cannot do it alone.
We are utterly dependent on the Holy Spirit to move us and to use us according to God’s Will. May this
movement of God continue in us and through us!

The wind (Holy Spirit) makes all the difference.

Nazarene News ...................... 2

Clergy Apprecia�on................ 3

Canada West Kids................... 4

NMI........................................ 6

Rising Above .......................... 9

Ambrose ................................ 10

Camp Harma�an .................... 10

In Memory ............................. 11

Pastoral News ........................ 11

The Last Page ......................... 12

1



NazareneNews

2

A new look! We are excited to have a rejuvenated look for our Canada West
District Church for the Nazarene Logo.

Thank you to Fabian Parra for putting into picture the thoughts and heart of
our district land, our history and people.

In an effort to include and strive for unity, the new Canada West
District logo seeks to represent all of the people who have lived, live
and will live within the 3 provinces in which our ministries take place.



TheHistory Of PastorAppreciation Day

Pastor Appreciation Day started as “ClergyAppreciation Day”. The idea
of showing appreciation for your Clergy, Pastors, or Leaders is very
Biblical and can be traced all the way back to Paul’s new testament
letters. Paul mentions this idea in a number of different letters that he
writes to the various churches. Paul says this in his first letter to Timothy,

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.” 1
Timothy 5:17 (English Standard Version).

Paul highlights the fact that our Pastors be considered worthy of double honor for assuming this role in His
church and do it well. But, typically with double honor, you can expect double stress. This is why we need to
make an even greater effort to celebrate and encourage those in leadership. Focus On The Family led the
charge in 1994 by making it a point to remind congregations to make the month of October special for their
Pastor. This emphasis on appreciation has become an annual celebration of our spiritual leader. (from Clover
Media)

Since 2020, the ongoing world pandemic has been difficult on everyone, especially and including, clergy.

David Kinnaman of Barna Group notes, “This is a crazy and disconcerting time, and I think it’s okay
for us to acknowledge that this has definitely had a huge impact on church leaders’ psychology,
emotional health, sense of God working in us and through us." Most leaders are overwhelmed, and
one in five has “frequently” felt lonely within the last month.

Thom Rainer, author of several books including, The Post-Quarantine Church, has a 30-40-30
hypothesis of church involvement following the pandemic:

• In summary, the 30-40-30 number represents the dropouts (30%), the marginally committed
(40%), and the committed (30%).

Pastors have had to lead in a world of lockdowns, mandates, mask restrictions, and isolation periods.
Conflicting voices are shouting at them, and their local congregations are trying to figure out 'the new
normal'.

As the church, October is a great opportunity, particularly this year of 2021, to step up and show true
appreciation for the leadership, the resiliency, and the faithfulness of our pastors.

A couple of resources on how to do so have already been sent to each local board secretary.

We love you, Pastor, and are grateful for you!

focusonthefamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021Clergy-Appreciation-Month.pdf

blog.cloversites.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-pastor-appreciation-day 3



with
Rev. Sheri Lynne

Martin

Special Family Pumpkin
Challenge coming up on the
Canada West Kids Facebook
Page….like our page to find out
more!
facebook.com/groups/canadawestkids

Our next Leader Meeting is:
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A big Shout out to our Children’s Ministry
Leaders. This is a picture of the Children’s
Leaders who were strategizing at our Fall
Meeting

Here are some girls at Family
Camp selling beautifully painted
rocks to raise money for the
Children’s Project. We collected
nearly $4500 for Journey of Grace
Curriculum to be translated into
other languages.



Congratulations to these Churches and Ministries for Working
Towards being a Nazarene Safe Ministry.

Building Hope
Calgary First Church

Caroline
Edmonton First

Edmonton Southside
Family Camp (Harmattan)

Fort Saskatchewan
Glenview (Medicine Hat)

High Prairie
Hope Pointe (Olds)

Innisfail
Lacombe

New Hope Community (Winnipeg)
River of Life (Winnipeg)
Rocky Mountain House

Sedgewick
Stettler Community Church

Wainwright
Prince Albert
Sundre

Sylvan Lake
Westlock

Lakeshore Camp

They have either completed or are working hard at completing their
Nazarene Safe Training - Sexual Abuse Training Requirement for
this year.

Yes, each year, every church or ministry must do a Nazarene Safe
Training. For the 2021 Season, the Canada West District purchased
a yearly membership to the Ministry Safe Training Classes for all of
us to use!

There is still time to sign up your church or ministry by contacting
Pastor Sheri Lynne at cwdkids@telus.net
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Offering of Thanks
As followers of Christ, we are all called to be
ambassadors of the Kingdom throughout the
world. And through the global Church of the
Nazarene, you are doing exactly that. Not only
are you showing Christ’s love to your neighbors
locally, but you are also showing it to those
thousands of miles away.

When your church supports this fund, they are
supporting the actions of Nazarenes loving
others in Christ’s name, truly making Christlike
disciples in all nations.

Pastors and NMI Presidents: Resources to
promote the Thanksgiving Offering are
available at this website and include
posters, bulletin inserts, envelopes and
brochures:

nazarene.org/generosity

District Nazarene Missions International 2021 - 2022
Myrna Dipert – District President
Penny Ure (has three roles) -Vice President, Central Alberta Rep,
DAB Rep.
Judy Herbert - Secretary
Heather Prendergast - Treasurer
Audrey Foley – Saskatchewan/Manitoba Rep
Evelyn Craig – Northern Alberta Rep.
Sheri Lynne Martin – Central Alberta Rep.
Silvia Sinha – Southern Alberta Rep.
Laurie Watton – Home Assignment Coordinator
Rose Brower-Young – District Superintendent
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Hello, Canada Nazarenes!

My name is Myrna Dipert, and I am the new Canada West
NMI President. I’m a hybrid - I spend part of the year in
California and part of the year in Alberta. Pastor Rose
assured me that I could still do the job, by zoom and
extension, when I am away. I’m willing to give it a shot!

Missions has been my passion and much of my life. My
husband, Bob, and I spent some 15 years in Papua New
Guinea, Ghana and Sri Lanka. The rest of our ministry was
spent, largely, in Church Planting in Canada and California.
We have, actively, taken short-term mission teams nearly
every year of our ministry. I have been involved in Children’s

Ministry and Women’s Ministry in all of our pastorates and mission assignments. In addition, I
am a Registered Nurse and, it has been my joy to work in front-line medical areas throughout
my career.

Most recently, I have, officially, retired from hospital nursing as of one year ago. This has
opened up opportunities for me to assist needy areas in the COVID pandemic.

I was part of a DART team that went to Central Park at the peak of New York City’s COVID
surge. I worked in a tent ICU for 21 days caring for the sickest of the sick. It was a very
difficult assignment. Treatment options were few and not proven, our supplies were extremely
limited, and we lost many patients. I went home with a new understanding of what trusting the
Lord meant. It was a time of great spiritual growth, despite the PTSD I experienced.

During the past year, I have deployed with the State of California 3 times to work in Alternative
Care Sites to take the load off overwhelmed hospitals. It has been an opportunity to minister to
staff as well as patients in a secular world.

In May, I was privileged to travel to Papua New Guinea with Heart to Heart International to
provide training to staff in local hospitals experiencing COVID surges. What a joy it was to
spend time with my PNG sisters and brothers and to connect with our Nazarenes there and
hear how God is working!

Since returning back to Alberta, I have, most recently, deployed to Mississippi to work with
DART in a Field Hospital ICU tent situated in the parking garage of U Miss. Medical Center.
Again, I had to rely on the Lord to carry me through an experience that I was unable to handle
on my own. I was asked to work 21 night shifts under grueling circumstances. I have not
worked nights for many years and felt totally inadequate. However, the Lord gave me strength.



I meditated on Colossians 3 for those 3 weeks, and I saw Him answer many prayers, meet me in
unusual ways and enable me to carry on. Verse 12 has become entirely meaningful to me: “You are
God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if
they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient.” Each night, as I put on layers of
PPE, I asked the Lord to help me put it on as if it were tender mercy and kindness. It made the
difference!
During our weeks there, we were privileged to see close to 20 people give their lives to the Lord.
Some were recovering patients in the ward and some were staff from the hospital that came to assist
us in different ways. Of course, in the ICU, our patients were intubated and, mostly, heavily sedated.
Nevertheless, we saw miraculous answers to prayer in several of our patients whose lives were
extremely tenuous. It was such a privilege to work with wonderful, Godly, qualified Drs. and Nurses
who gathered around each night to pray for each staff member and patient. In the midst of a
Hurricane and a Medical Crisis, we saw the hand of the Lord!

This is a new chapter for me, and I am excited to share in what God is doing across this great nation
of Canada. I am on a steep learning curve and welcome all the help I can get. I am blessed to have
a knowledgeable and helpful Council and DS to work with.

I believe that God is calling us, as Jesus’ followers, to follow His injunction in Matt 23:23 to make
priority “justice, mercy and faithfulness”. Those are the keys to being Missional in a post-church era.
They will draw people to the Mission of Jesus Christ, in Canada and around the world.

NCM Giving Calendars

nazcompassion.app.box.com/s/kpioxaeh7s1ljkwhxyoz0fdfl22sfqhy

nazcompassion.app.box.com/s/h5tdo76wrwj30teaoa45z7pzq8y6va16
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S E P T E M B E R 2 0 2 1

Break ing Cycles of Defeat s ince 2007

Over the last 14 years Rising Above has grown and matured as an organization. We have expandedprograms,

enlarged staff, and the vision continues to develop. The world in which we operate is also changing with

higher levels of regulation and accountability. Over the last few years, we have had to respond to our

changing world. We becamelicensed with the Province of Alberta as an Addiction Treatment Facility, our

ladies’ residenceshave had to meet Group Home compliance with the City of Grande Prairie, and currently

we areworking through the daunting task of Accreditation. All of theseare requirements for us to be able to

continue to do what we do, help people Break Cycles of Defeat. With the growth of the ministry, and the

extra requirements placed on us by our governing bodies, we realized it was time for a shift in leadership at

Rising Above. We recently createdan OperationsManager position that is being filled by Rick Zimmerman.

This role will give oversight to the day-to-day operationsof the residential treatment program. Rick brings

years of successful businessexperience aswell as relational gifting's that make him a great person for this

new role. The board, staff, and I have affirmed Rick in this role, and we look forward to how the residential

treatment program will thrive under his leadership. This shift allows me to invest more time into future

development. We are looking not only to expand what we are presently doing; we are also pursuing

opportunities to equip others to do the same.Here are someof the initiatives we are working on that will

enable us to broaden the scope of our mission.

1. Our new partnership with PeaceRiver Bible Institute to provide a Faith BasedAddiction Treatment

program will help train future leaders,pastors, andmissionaries in dealing with addiction and the underlying

soul wounds.

2. GrandePrairie will be opening a Drug Court to help people facing criminal convictions on drug charges

havea better option of rehabilitation. Rising Above will be working with the JohnHoward Society andwill

be the treatment program provider for this region.

3. We have been invited by the Nations of Treaty 8 to help support the Indigenous Communities in providing

Faith BasedAddiction Treatment to their people.

4. There have beenother communities in northern Alberta that have reachedout to us looking for support on

how to help people in their communities that need the serviceswe provide.

The need is great, we are committed to respond to that need with a continued to mandate to helping people

break cycles of defeat, aswell as new mandate to equip others to do the same.Becauseof your faithful

support of Rising Above we have helped hundredsof people, with you continued support we will be able to

seethis ministry expand and grow into the areaslisted above. Thank you for your continued partnership.

Mel Siggelkow

Executive Director

ARTICLES

M i n i s t r y M o m e n t
P a g e 1

S h a r e - a - t h o n
2 0 2 1

P a g e 2

N e w S t a f f
P a g e 3

L e o n a r d ' s S t o r y
P a g e 4

R e c o n c i l i a t i o n
E v e n t
P a g e 5

G e t I n v o l v e d
P a g e 6

A Min i s t r y Momen t w i t h me l

Rick, Stephanie,and
Mel celebratethe
endof phase1of
accreditationwith

confetti!

Complete Newsletter attached to email.



Casual Camping - October Dates

This is for the October 2021 Casual Camping dates. Each ticket is for a
General Admission Casual Camping ticket for one night (3:00 pm to
3:00 pm). Every trailer or tent must purchase a casual camping ticket
which will provide for you a unreserved site at Camp Harmattan. If you
are coming for more than one night, please purchase multiple days. Our
campground attendant will be checking each night to ensure the people
on site have a casual camping ticket for the night that they are staying.

The campground will close for the season on Monday October 11, 2021

Register here: campharmattan.com/casual-camping/

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF NAZARENE EDUCATION IN CANADA
Join us for our virtual celebration on Tuesday, November 16, as we
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Nazarene higher education in
Canada. We will celebrate with the Church of the Nazarene virtually
with a series of “looking back” interviews, campus memories over the
years, trivia, interactive games and more. With our virtual break-out
rooms, you’ll also have the opportunity to catch up with your classmates
and faculty.
This milestone is a momentous occasion because it marks 100 years of
learning, teaching and research—a remarkable record that continues
today. It is also an opportunity to connect with old friends and celebrate
life-long bonds formed over the years. We greatly anticipate the years
ahead and look forward to celebrating this joyous occasion!
Register below for the virtual celebration and be sure to mark your
calendars.
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021

Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Mountain Time

Register: ambrose.edu/naz100
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KANHAI, Mabel May 19, 1934 – August 2, 2021 It is with
heavy hearts we announce that the Lord called Mabel home
on August 2, 2021. Our hearts are heavy but full with the love
and memories she surrounded us with. There will be no
service at this time.

Mrs. M. Mae Kanhai, widow of Rev. Roy D. Kanhai (d. 1990).

QUANTZ, Elsa (Hopp) April 2, 1928 ~ August 4, 2020
Elsa was born April 2, 1928 in Fachria, Romania, She married
Rev. Walter Quantz on August 4, 1949.

Elsa and Walter shared a life of love and friendship for over
62 years, and when asked at their 60th wedding anniversary
as to the key to their marriage’s longevity she said “you take
it one day at a time”. Elsa served for many years in Missions
and in the Nazarene Churches that her husband Walter
pastored.

We would like to thank Rev. Bob Barnes for his service as the interim
Pastor at Edmonton First Church of the Nazarene. We wish you well in
your journey.

Please join us in welcoming the following pastors:

• Rev. Reg Lartec to his new position as the Senior Pastor at the
Claresholm Church of the Nazarene.

• Rev. Bob Dipert to his new position as the interim Pastor at the
Rimbey Church of the Nazarene.

Please be in prayer for the following churches in transition:
• Edmonton First
• Fort Saskatchewan
• Rimbey
• Sherwood Park
• Wapella

• Winnipeg River of Life - South: Rev. Alfredo Velasco will be
retiring this year and the congregation has begun the search for
a new lead pastor. 11



Church of the Nazarene
1243 Erin Dr. SE, Airdrie, AB T4B 2H3
403-912-3043 | cwdnazarene.org

Find us on Facebook and Instagram:
facebook.com/CanadaWestDistrictChurchOfTheNazarene/

instagram.com/cwdnazarene/

Just Ask…or Don’t

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.” —Romans 8:26-27

With modern technology, we can ask a device a question and get an answer in mere seconds. Want to know
what the weather will be like before you leave for work? Technology has the answer. Want to know what time
your favorite team is playing, how to get somewhere, or listen to a joke? That device has the answer for each
of your questions and can even give you step-by-step directions when needed! Each question is answered with
great ease and precision—as long as you know the questions you need to ask.

Today, all over the world, Christians face many unforeseen circumstances. What happens when we’re not
quite sure what to ask? What happens when life hits us with things that we can’t explain? What happens when
we don’t know what to do? What happens when our world is so shaken that we can’t even process our
predicament?

God has given every Christian the privilege of simply existing in His presence. When we are overwhelmed, we
need not worry about what to say or do. God allows us to forget about the questions entirely because His Spirit
intercedes for us! There are times when the only thing needed to have a vibrant prayer life is to exist in the
presence of God.

I don’t know the strength of your prayer life. You may use wonderful words or the simplest of phrases as you
call out to Him. You may wish you had more to say in your alone time with God. Please take heart and let
these words in Romans speak to you: “And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God” (8:27).

Your prayer life isn’t dependent on your words—it is dependent on spending time with God. He wants to be
with you, and He knows what you need even before you know what to say.

Prayer for the week: Father, allow me to exist in this moment in Your presence. Teach me how to rest in
communion with Your Spirit. I don’t know what today holds, but I trust my life to you! Amen. (Now, spend some
silent time in the Lord’s presence.)

Wendell Brown is district superintendent of the North Central Ohio District Church of the Nazarene. He is also
the founder of Tragedy Into Triumph, a nationwide simulcast reaching hundreds of thousands of people over
the last 12 years for the gospel of Christ. He is passionate about discipleship and finding new ways to tell the
story of God’s love!

Please note: All facts, figures, and titles were accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of original
publication but may have since changed.

Written for Coffee Break.

Free Devotionals from Holiness Today: holinesstoday.com/coffee-break
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