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A Message from our National Director
Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord: 

September is now upon us. I think that right across our

country we have experienced a hot summer…and its not

over yet.  There is of course a certain return to normality

(whatever that is).  “In house” learning will be the reality

for many students and eventually the numbers of people

physically attending worship services will increase. Social

gatherings will also be a more familiar sight and there will

no doubt  be a certain awkwardness as we re-engage

and navigate a new landscape. 

We all have been, and to some extent sill are going

through, difficult and challenging times. This raises a

question in my mind that I would like to share with you. 

 Does faith shape our life or does life shape our faith ? 

 Now the acceptable and maybe even expected answer

would be that faith shapes our life, but there are many

today who might want to wrestle with this, who might

want to argue the point, and who might not embrace the

expected answer. The fact is that the four things that we 

 Wesleyans accept as fundamental to christian experience

(Scripture, Tradition, Reason, Experience) may have a

bearing on our faith as we navigate the minefield of life in

this era. 

Scripture is the authority against which

everything else is tested ! 

(I Corinthians 15 v 3-4) - “For what I received I

passed on to you as of first importance, that Christ

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and

that He was buried, that He was raised on the third

day according to the Scriptures.”



Tradition is the history through

which truth has been passed from

generation to generation. 

(2 Thessalonians 2 v 15) - “Therefore,

brethren, stand fast, and hold the

traditions which you have been taught,

whether by word, or our epistle.”

Reason is the mechanism by which

authority and history is processed.

(Isaiah 1 v 18) - “Come now and let us

reason together saith the Lord: though

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as

white as snow, though they be red like

crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Experience is the evidence of which

Scripture, History and Reason is

demonstrated. 

(John 9 v 25) - “ He replied…one thing I

do know that I was blind but now I

see.” (The blind man who was healed

by Jesus and questioned by the

religious leaders)

Now let me return to the original

question. Does faith shape our life, or

does life shape our faith? It perhaps

comes down to the EXPERIENCE part

of our quartet . It shouldn’t come down

to just one component, because all

four parts make up the belief system,

and if we depend on just one of those,

we will not have a full understanding

of God’s plan and God’s system.

If I just believe in SCRIPTURE and don’t

have the EXPERIENCE of it, I will be

vulnerable.

If I just believe in TRADITION and don’t

understand why truth is passed down

through the ages, I will be lacking.

If I just use my REASON, I will be a

philosopher.

If I just use my EXPERIENCE what

happens if my EXPERIENCE is not

good. 

What happens if I am living the

tortured JOB life? 

What happens if I am living the

JOSEPH life from within the pit?, 

What happens if I am living the HAGAR

life of rejection?  

We cannot afford to allow experience

(good or bad) to shape and fashion

our faith life. If we do, we will be on

shaky ground.

So, the answer to the question must be

that FAITH SHAPES OUR LIFE and not

the other way round. Our faith in God

must cause us to rise above the

circumstances of life, must cause us to  

aspire to the grander things, in spite of

the present and upcoming challenges.
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faith
SHAPES OUR LIVES
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 The hymnwriter William Bathurst wrote in 1831…

 

“O for a faith that will not shrink though pressed by every foe, 

that will not tremble on the brink of poverty and woe,

That will not murmur nor complain beneath the chastening rod, 

but in the hour of grief or pain will lean upon its God.

 

A faith that shines more bright and clear when tempests rage without, 

that when in danger knows no fear, in darkness feels no doubt.

That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown, nor heeds it’s scornful smile,

That sin wild ocean cannot drown, nor it’s soft arts beguile.

 

A faith that keeps the narrow way till life’s last spark is fled, 

and with a pure and heavenly ray lights up a dying bed,

Lord give me such a faith as this, and then whate’er may come, 

I’ll taste even here the hallowed bliss of an eternal home.”

Blessings upon you and thanks to God for you.

Rev. Ian Fitzpatrick.

"May you experience PEACE in the midst of trial, JOY in the midst of
sadness, COURAGE when you face the "impossible", CONFIDENCE
when others would seek to strip you bare, REFLECTION in looking

back, EXCITEMENT in looking forward, LONG SUFFERING when your
patience is exhausted, and LOVE FOR ALL. 

AMEN" 

A PRAYER FOR YOU

To subscribe or unsubscribe please email ycristales@nazarene.ca
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Dr. David A. Busic was elected general

superintendent in the Church of the

Nazarene at the 28th General

Assembly held in Indianapolis, Indiana,

USA, in June 2013. At the time of his

election, he had been president of

Nazarene Theological Seminary since

2011.
 

Born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,

David was ordained in 1991 by Dr. John

A. Knight. After being an associate

pastor in Oklahoma and Kansas, he

served as senior pastor for three

Churches of the Nazarene: Vineyard

Community Church (Livermore,

California), Central Church (Lenexa,

Kansas), and First Church (Bethany,

Oklahoma). During his tenure at

Bethany First, Dr. Busic helped initiate

and establish the Swaziland

Partnership in 2007 to help reduce the

HIV/AIDS rate and assist vulnerable

children in Eswatini (formerly

Swaziland), Africa.

Dr. Busic received a Bachelor of Arts

degree from Southern 

Nazarene University in 1988 and a

Master of Divinity degree from

Nazarene Theological Seminary in

1993. Southern Nazarene University

conferred a Doctor of Divinity degree

upon him in 2010.

He earned a Doctor of Ministry in

theology and culture at Fuller

Theological Seminary.
 

He has a distinguished tradition of

service to the denomination. He has

been a member of the General Board

of the Church of the Nazarene, during

which time he was also elected

president of the USA National Board. 

Effecrtive August 1st, 20201, we welcome Dr. David Busic (Kristy) as the jurisdictional

General Superintendent for Canada. This is a two year rotation. Dr. Busic follows 

Dr. David Graves, who's term ended on July 31st, 2021. We look forward to these days

ahead, working together to further God's kingdom. 

New Jurisdictional General Superintendent
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 From 2005 to 2013 he was a member

of the Board of General

Superintendents’ Thought Partners, a

think tank for critical issues facing the

church.

Busic was co-editor for Preacher’s

Magazine from 2000 to 2007. He has

also published numerous articles, book

chapters, and authored five books,

Perfectly Imperfect: Character

Sketches from the Old Testament;

Perfectly Imperfect, Character

Sketches from the New Testament; The

City: Urban Churches in the Wesleyan

Tradition; Way, Truth, Life: 

Discipleship as a Journey of Grace;

and soon to be released, The Praying

Pastor: Learning to Lead from your

Knees. His preaching is widely

respected throughout the church,

making him a sought-after speaker and

leadership advisor.
 

Dr. Busic and his wife, Christi, live in

Edmond, Oklahoma. They have three

grown children and five grandchildren.
 

JURISDICTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

Africa Region

Southeast USA – 

Trevecca Nazarene University

Canadian District
Superintendents met with 

 Dr. Busic on August 25, 2021

Dear Pastors, 
 

The next national Pastors gathering
will be on...

 

September 16, 2021
at 12PM

 

Your District Superintendents will
provide you with the Zoom link.  
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World Serve - Report on the 2019 Cuba Plane Crash 
In 2019, a plane carrying Church Planters and WorldServe partners crashed, leaving nine

youth orphaned and local churches in Eastern Cuba without pastors.

Most of the youth were able to find homes with elderly relatives, but the impoverished

situations created great hardships. You ensured these young people have everything they

need. They each can attend school, have places to call home, and ministry partners

checking in on them and guiding them in step with the Lord.

Until they graduate from university, you stepped in to provide ongoing support. Your

generous support for each student helps with expenses to raise and provide for them. The

adoptive parent and/or foster parent are given this money each month by a ministry

partner so they can care for, feed, educate and parent the youth until they begin

university.

If you would like to hear testimonies from the families, 

please click on the link to download the full report.  

https://www.nazarene.ca/single-post/world-serve-reports-on-the-2019-plane-crash 
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100th Anniversary of Nazarene Education in Canada

Join the virtual celebration on Tuesday, November 16, as we celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of Nazarene higher education in Canada. We will celebrate with the

Church of the Nazarene virtually with a series of “looking back” interviews, campus

memories over the years, trivia, interactive games and more. With our virtual break-out

rooms, you’ll also have the opportunity to catch up with your classmates and faculty.

This milestone is a momentous occasion because it marks 100 years of learning,

teaching and research—a remarkable record that continues today. It is also an

opportunity to connect with old friends and celebrate life-long bonds formed over the

years. We greatly anticipate the years ahead and look forward to celebrating this

joyous occasion! 

Register below for the virtual celebration and be sure to mark your calendars.

Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Mountain Time 

Click on Link:  https://ambrose.edu/naz100 

Visit the National Website

www.nazarene.ca

and stay up to date with

news from the National 

 Church and Sunday

Messages from our

National Director. 
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This year's NCM Canada Gift Catalogue is online and every option in the Gift Catalogue

is available on our website to view and to give a donation. See www.ncmcanada.ca   The

catalogue is also being mailed to everyone who purchased something from the Gift

Catalogue in the past three years.

  You can purchase

·  livestock - cows, goats, poultry

· wells for Asia or Africa

· support for livelihoods - seeds and tools and training in conservation agriculture, sewing

machines, training in how to start a small business, 

·  seeds, gardening tools, and fruit trees

·  uniforms, books, schools supplies for children in child development centres

· items for distribution in disaster response - water, food, blankets

· support for Anti-Human Trafficking globally or in Canada

· support for pastors - Bibles, books, bicycles

· support for food and food security projects through Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  
 

If your church requires printed catalogues, please let Yara Cristales know how many

copies you would like to be mailed to your church.  

Call 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220  Ext 2 or email ycristales@nazarene.ca

Thank you for your purchases of gifts for needy people in communities where our

Nazarene churches are located around the world. You are giving a gift that keeps on

giving! You are blessing many!

NOTE: If you still have previous copies of the

catalogues, feel free to use them, prices for

the various items in those have not changed. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please email ycristales@nazarene.ca

The NCMC Gift Catalogue for 2021 is Online 
and being mailed to supporters!!

http://www.ncmcanada.ca/
mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca


In Memory of:  

You may want to give a gift in memory of a

loved one, or dear friend - a gift that makes

a difference in the life of another needy

person or family. You may want to send a

card to the bereaved family to let them know

of your thoughtful gift. We offer you that

opportunity.

When you donate, be sure to designate the

gift ("goats", "wells", "pastor support", "child

development", "refugee children", etc or

"where needed most") and also stipulate

who the gift is given in memory of. 

The information is on our website

https://www.ncmcanada.ca/in-memory-

honour   There are downloadable ‘In Memory

Of” cards available on the website to send

to the family of the deceased. 

If you do not have access to a computer,

then call Yara at the National Office at 1-

888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 Ext 2. 
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In Honour of:  

For birthdays, anniversaries, and other

special lifetime events, consider giving a

gift in honour of that someone special,

and sending them a card to let them know

of your thoughtful gift.

When you donate be sure to designate the

gift ("goats", "pastor support", "child

development", "refugee children", etc. or

"where needed most"), and also stipulate

who the gift is given in honour of.

The information is on our website

https://www.ncmcanada.ca/in-memory-

honour   There are downloadable ‘In

Honour of” cards available on the website

to send to your family member or friend to

let them know you have purchased a gift

in their honour.

If you do not have access to a computer,

then call Yara at the National Office at 1-

888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 Ext 2. 

 Giving in Honour of… or in Memory of….
NCM Canada now has provided for you to give in honour of or in memory of a loved one.

https://www.ncmcanada.ca/in-memory-honour
https://www.ncmcanada.ca/in-memory-honour
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Human trafficking is increasing exponentially in our world and it is happening in Canada

and indeed even in our small towns and cities.  Traffickers prey on young people in

particular, luring them and “grooming” them until they gain their trust, then thrusting them

into sexual activity against their will and exploiting them for monetary gain.  

You can help fight human trafficking.

Raise Awareness:  

Anti-human trafficking awareness kit for churches, youth groups, parents:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LtXUm0K7LBNoYIMTRdmvPGNEujxyGqjD?

usp=sharing

Videos Playlist:

https://youtube.com/playlistlist=PLgHGnJqR7vUbCWHUWBbS_BrWTZDsUq9Sr
 

Promotional Flyers:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XGesnHG3UOscwMaQgQqVsHwQG9VLXX6Z?

usp=sharing
 

Facebook and Instagram Posts that you can use:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wZrh8B0JsBjxY9VCN1LaJ_iOqnGc5Yxn?

usp=sharing
 

Promote "Freedom Sunday":  Freedom Sunday is on September 19, 2021 or you may

choose set aside another date for “Freedom Sunday” in your church or youth group where

you raise awareness of human trafficking. 

For more information and resources see resources (above) and also

https://www.ncm.org/freedom-sunday    

Freedom Sunday - September 19, 2021

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LtXUm0K7LBNoYIMTRdmvPGNEujxyGqjD?usp=sharing
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgHGnJqR7vUbCWHUWBbS_BrWTZDsUq9Sr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XGesnHG3UOscwMaQgQqVsHwQG9VLXX6Z?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wZrh8B0JsBjxY9VCN1LaJ_iOqnGc5Yxn?usp=sharing
https://www.ncm.org/freedom-sunday
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Pray:  for the victims of Anti-Human Trafficking and those who care for them.

You can give by...

Cheques: 

Church of the Nazarene Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive, Mississauga L4X 1W5

E-Transfer to churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com (no password needed)

        Be sure to specify "Anti-Human Trafficking or Freedom Sunday" and give your full

mailing address (if you want a charitable receipt for your giving)
 

Purchase a T-shirt for $20 (picture of T-shirt) $10 from the sale of every T-shirt will go to

supporting Anti-Human Trafficking. Please check with Yara to check size availability

Call 1-888-808-7490 (Ext.2) or 905-602-8220 (Ext.2) 
 

Currently NCM Canada is providing support for three Canadian Christian organizations

involved in Anti-Human Trafficking as well as the International Projects in the Philippines.

See https://www.ncmcanada.ca/shop-anti-human-trafficking

Freedom Sunday: Anti-Human Trafficking

mailto:churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com
https://www.ncmcanada.ca/shop-anti-human-trafficking
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NCM has sent some initial funds to Haiti for immediate needs.  Some food, family tents

and other items have been distributed.  There are plans for a one-time food distribution

for 6100 families across the districts of Grand Anse and Sud. NCM are also procuring

tarps for temporary shelters. 
 

A follow up response may be another food distribution (with likely far fewer beneficiaries),

possibly some shelter items and support like Zinc or other building materials to repair

roofs, before moving into longer term recovery programs. 

The financial cost for this response is significant.   

Please pray for the pastors, churches and all Haitians who have been impacted by the

earthquake and then the heavy rains of the cyclone.  Pray for the logistics of getting food

and needed items through to the areas where they are needed most. Pray for the safety

and security of those who are responding. 

Update on NCM response to Earthquake in Haiti

Please give so that NCM can respond as planned.

By Cheque

Make a cheque payable to the Church of the

Nazarene Canada, and mail to:

Church of the Nazarene Canada

3657 Ponytrail Drive, Mississauga, Ontario,

L4X 1W5. 

Be sure to designate "Haiti"  

By e-Transfer

Send to churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com

(no password required). 

Be sure to indicate "Haiti" in the comments box

along with your full mailing address if you wish a

charitable receipt.

Online

See https://www.ncmcanada.ca/donate  Give to “Disaster Response” and specify “Haiti”

By Phone (credit cards accepted)

Phone 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 

Thank you for praying, for caring, and for sharing 

your gifts of compassion for those in need.

Picture from NCM International

mailto:churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com
https://www.ncmcanada.ca/donate
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Please continue to pray for Afghanistan and

all those who fear for their lives.  Pray for the

pastors and churches that have been

established over the past number of years. 

 Pray for those targeted by the Taliban

because of their affiliation with and

assistance of the Allied presence in

Afghanistan. 

Pray for Lebanon where so many are

struggling to survive because of run away

inflation.  Pray for the Church in Lebanon

and for the Nazarene schools for Syrian

refugees and children of low-income

Lebanese families.  Funds are needed to

continue to operate those schools. For many

children, school is not only giving them an

education but also gives them a sense of

normalcy in the midst of chaotic

circumstances. 

Pray for Afghanistan 

Pray for Cuba where COVID infections are high, and medical assistance is beyond the

reach of most people.  Food is scarce and people are very needy and without the means

to provide for themselves and their families. Pray for the Church in Cuba.  

There are fires out of control in so many locations. There are tornados, cyclones, floods….

Pray for Nazarene Compassionate Ministries as we respond to so many crisis in our world.

Pray for the churches on the ground who are responding and being the feet and hands of

Jesus in their communities. 

Thank you again for all your generous support for 

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada.  

Connect to our social media accounts to stay up to date with more resources in the

coming weeks. ( Like and Re-Share )

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NCM-Canada-215582899199245

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/_ncmcanada/

To subscribe or unsubscribe please email ycristales@nazarene.ca

https://www.facebook.com/NCM-Canada-215582899199245
https://www.instagram.com/_ncmcanada/


get information

find housing and jobs

improve their language skills

get involved in the community

gain critical cultural knowledge

receive emotional and other support

emailing afghaniresettlement@ccislive.ca to connect with Canadian refugee

resettlement agencies providing support to Afghan refugees

contacting a local service provider organization

by working with a Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) as a constituent group 

as a Group of Five

How to volunteer and donate

Many refugees need extra help getting settled in Canada. Supportive social networks and

service provider organizations are a key part of this.

Through these networks and organizations, refugees can

If you’d like to help refugees arriving in Canada, you can volunteer or donate (clothing,

furniture, or money) by

How to sponsor an Afghan refugee

You can help Afghan refugees by sponsoring them to come to Canada. There are

different ways you can sponsor a refugee:

As a group, you can sponsor a specific refugee or refugee family refugee referred by a

visa office abroad

Find out more about how to become a Group of Five or find a Sponsorship Agreement

Holder (SAH)

See the Canadian government website at https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-

refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/afghanistan/volunteer-donate.html

Please Note: NCM is not involved in sponsoring refugees.

Afghanistan - How Canadians Can Help

mailto:afghaniresettlement@ccislive.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/afghanistan/volunteer-donate.html

