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A Brief History of the Camp Meeting 
 

Many who read this have a great love for the concept of the ‘Camp Meeting’; 

a tradition that was started in recently in your family or perhaps one that has 

gone on generations. The tradition of the summer ‘Camp Meeting’ is a very 

old one indeed and goes back long before the Nazarenes settled beside the 

Little Red Deer River.  
 

So where did it all begin?  
 

The camp meeting is a phenomenon of American frontier Christianity as well 

as British Christianity, but with strong roots in traditional practices of the 

Presbyterian Church in Scotland and the United States. The Church of the 

Nazarene in North America owes its annual summer tradition to the      

Methodist Church, who were one of the first to start the tradition of the 

‘camp meeting’. According to Kenneth O. Brown, Methodist participation in camp meetings began as early as 1786 at Cattle Creek in 

Branchville, South Carolina, and in Green County, Georgia.   
 

Originally camp meetings were held in frontier areas, where people without regular preachers would travel on occasion from a large 

region to a particular site to camp, pray, sing hymns, and listen to itinerant preachers at the tabernacle. Camp meetings offered     

community, often singing and other music, sometimes dancing, and diversion from work. The practice was a major component of the 

Second Great Awakening, an evangelical movement promoted by Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and other preachers in the early 

19th century.   
 

Lee Sandlin gave an overview of the typical camp meeting in frontier America: 

A typical meeting began in a low-key, almost solemn way. A preacher gave a sermon of welcome and led a prayer for peace and community. This was followed 

by the singing of several hymns. Then there would be more sermons. . . .The next day, and the day following, the sermons grew increasingly sensational and 

impassioned, and the excited response of the crowd grew more prolonged. By the second or third day, people were crying out during the sermons, and shouting 

prayers, and bursting into loud lamentations; they began grabbing at their neighbors and desperately pleading with them to repent; they sobbed uncontrollably 

and ran in terror through the crowd, shoving aside everybody in their path. As the preachers ranted without letup, the crowd was driven into a kind of collective 

ecstasy. In the night, as the torches and bonfires flared around the meeting ground and the darkness of the trackless forests closed in, people behaved as if   

possessed by something new and unfathomable. As Finley wrote: "A strange supernatural power seemed to pervade the entire mass of mind there collected." ...  
 

In 1867, The National Holiness Association, which would later become the Christian Holiness Partnership, drew around 10,000   

worshipers to its camp meeting in Vineland, New Jersey and then more than 20,000 to its meeting the following year in Manheim, 

Pennsylvania. The Church of the Nazarene was a product of the National Holiness Association, whose original name was the        

National Camp Meeting Association for the Promotion of Holiness. Long after the name had been shortened, the promotion of camp 

meetings and holiness conventions remained the primary goal of the NHA. The Church of the Nazarene emerged as a concrete     

expression of the hopes of the NHA leaders and the camp meeting continued as part of that expression. 
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akeshore Bible Camp has fond memories for so many of us. 
For myself, I began as a kitchen volunteer. My heart has a 

treasury of many joyful memories of working and playing 
alongside other volunteers. I have pictures to prove we knew 

how to have fun! We prayed for all those little faces that came 
through the food line at mealtime.  
 

From 2000-2018:  
 

I volunteered so I would be onsite when my grandchildren came to 
camp, some of them being quite young. Over the years at least ten of 
our grandchildren had wonderful experiences of camp at Lakeshore. 

Two of them filling the role of lifeguard for a number of years.  
 

Around 2013: 
 

The Den began holding their women’s retreats at Lakeshore. What beautiful memories we have of 
meeting the Lord powerfully in services, stunning sunsets, lots of laughter and tears and new 
friendships being made. Up until Covid, the retreats have continued, and we hope for more to 

come in the years ahead.  
 

In fall of 2018: 
 

I was invited to join the board of directors for Lakeshore Bible Camp.  

 
In 2019: 
 

I hesitantly accepted the invitation to Board Chair, feeling honored, but humbled and inadequate 

for the position.  
 

Here we are in 2021:  What do I see? I see potential for Lakeshore Bible Camp. Potential for 

what? 
• For many more to experience the serenity of this most beautiful location. Somehow the beauty 

is enhanced by the fact that it is a small camp.  
• For many more young lives to come to know Jesus personally here. Oh yes, that is our prayer.  

• For adults seeking a haven, to have a place of refreshing and reflection at retreats.  So much 
change and stress in the world, personal retreats will be a welcome thing.  

• To be the best small camp we can possibly be, honoring the work of the kingdom and lifting 

up the name of Jesus. Making the most out of what the Lord has given us.  
• To be a place where volunteers can come and use their skills and enjoy the Christian fellow-

ship that goes with that. In giving we receive. 
• To hear the grounds filled with laughter again, sounds of worship in song, the aroma of great 

food cooking in the dining hall.  
• To be a light to our camping neighbours, known for being followers of Jesus, good citizens in 

the community and to build relationships that will bear eternal fruit.  

 
Last but not least, may we always seek to ensure that we are following the Lord’s will for 

Lakeshore Bible Camp.  
- Betty Brandt, Board Chair Lakeshore Bible Camp 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16eP4-HDtKT7yQayV6RrdHH-JMfzU6zWn/view


amp Harmattan has been around for a long time 

as a ministry of the Canada West District Church 

of the Nazarene. As we look back at the history of 

Camp Harmattan, we can see God’s handiwork 

and   providence throughout the history. We can also see a 

strong mosaic of people who have contributed to what 

Camp Harmattan is. Thank you for your prayerful and 

practical support for what we do at Camp Harmattan. 

Camp Harmattan is a diverse community committed to   

creating holistic, and missional environments for Christian 

formation.  

 

 

Here is what we value at Camp Harmattan: 

 

 Community – we value being a part of a larger group of people 

 Creativity – we want to do everything in an innovative way 

 Holistic – we cannot separate our spiritual, physical, social and mental aspect to our lives 

 Missional – we want to cooperate with what God is already up to in this world 

 Environments – we want to create nurturing environments to encounter God in a            

transformative way 

 Christian Formation – we believe that discipleship and evangelism go hand in hand. 

 Stewardship – we want to do more with less while being trustworthy with what we have 

 

We have come through floods, hail, a multiplex collapse, and a variety of other catastrophes over 

the history of Camp Harmattan. In 2020, we experienced a pandemic that made facilitating 

camps in a traditional way incredibly hard. However, last year, Camp Harmattan still was able to 

innovate a program that served a role in the middle of a pandemic. At the end of the year, we 

were able to finish our year off in an incredibly strong financial place that was only possible     

because of the support of people just like you who believe in something bigger than yourself. 

 

As we look towards 2021, we have been able to innovate once again and provide a program that 

expands in large ways on what was done last year. Please take the time to read over the          

program offerings this summer (registration opens on Feb 27). We are also looking  forward to the 

release of our summer family 

events in the middle of March. 

This summer can be a place for 

you and your family to connect 

with God and His creation in a 

place that    offers a great 

peaceful retreat. 

 

We look forward to welcoming 

you soon at Camp Harmattan. 

 

- Matt Wilks 

C 
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any of you reading this have always lived in a world where our district camp has existed. The origins of our camp 

ministry is well over 100 years in the making and its arrival in Western Canada is also linked to the arrival of The 

Church of the  Nazarene as well.  
 

Our camp story begins in 1911. Back then the ’camp meeting’ concept was well established and during that time a group of 

holiness people began to hold meetings in the Calgary area. After several months, they invited L. Milton Williams, who was 

a Nazarene evangelist, to hold a tent meeting. It was after that meeting that the first Nazarene church in western Canada 

was formed. A year later, what is now known as the Canada West District, was formed.  
 

In 1918, the District Assembly recommended the purchase of a permanent camp meeting site. It was the hope of that    

assembly that the site would provide a place for not just a meeting place to use during the summer for camp, but also a 

campus for a Nazarene Bible  college (which would go on to become Ambrose University). In 1923 land was purchased in 

Red Deer and by 1925 a rustic peaked roof tabernacle was constructed. The building could hold 800 people and was built 

all on volunteer labour.  
 

The camp remained in the Red Deer area until 1954 when the growth of the city of Red Deer started to expand to the 

property of the camp. With pressure from the city, the camp was eventually sold and Camp Meeting was held on the     

campus of Canadian Nazarene College.  
 

In 1955 a piece of land west of Olds was donated to the Canada 

West District. Many of the old cabins from Red Deer camp were 

reassembled and placed in their new home and work went into 

the rest of the camp. August 1955 marked the first camp to be 

held on the new property. Camp Harmattan was born. Although 

the camp did provide a place for the children and youth, camp 

meetings were still held on the CNC campus until 1960.  
 

In 1961, Canadian Nazarene College moved to Winnipeg and  

discussions began on establishing another camp. With the long 

trek from Manitoba to Alberta taken into consideration as well as 

the assumption that many Nazarenes would increase with the  

establishment of the college in Winnipeg, work began on finding 

   property in Manitoba. Such a place was found, 240 acres at St. Malo Lake, 35 miles southeast of Winnipeg. It was  

 

Camp & Canada West Camp & Canada West 
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first in 1959, Mel Tucker found the property now 

known as Lakeshore Bible Camp. At that time, the 

property was owned by Mel’s family physician, Dr. 

Singer. 
 

In 1962 more land was purchased to add the   

Harmattan camp. Work began to develop the land 

into the ‘Family side’. The first family camp was 

held at Harmattan in the summer of 1962 on the 

youth side. The Thomson Tabernacle (also known 

as ‘The Beehive’) was completed in 1965 and  

Family Camp began its wonderful journey at Camp     

Harmattan. 
 

In 1969 Lakeshore Bible Camp continued to move 

ahead. At that time the only buildings on the campground were two outhouses. Kids Camp and Teen Camp used tents for 

sleeping,   cooking, eating, chapels and activities. For the next decade campers and staff were taken by school bus to St. 

Malo Provincial Park for swimming and showers. With no running water on-site, potable water was brought in from St. 

Malo. The Bell Cabin was ready to use as kitchen, dining room and chapel. Charlie Harper’s boss gave the camp a house 

that was transported to the property. The girls had one side and the 

boys had the other side for their cabins.  

 

By 1970 Family Camp was added to Lakeshore Camp on a Sunday 

afternoon as a ‘bring your own supper’ event. The reservoir was 

perfect for the Sunday afternoon baptisms. As the camp grew so 

did the Family Camp and soon the addition of  Friday evening 

through Sunday services with many  arriving with trailers and tents 

to enjoy the entire weekend. Finally in 1980 the construction was 

complete on cabins, chapel, dining hall with kitchen and well was 

dug to bring running water to the washrooms and showers. The 

next year two Atco trailers were added and reconfigured for   

camper cabins and staff housing. With the baptisms and swimming becoming an important part of the summer ministry, 

the camp started using the lakefront beach as a regular part of their programing. 

 

The summer of 1986 was the last time ‘the Beehive’ was used at Camp Harmattan for Family Camp. The multi-plex was 

finished and became the host of camp meeting the following summer and beyond. The following years saw more additions 

to the camp grounds, including additional trailer 

sites and renovations to buildings on both youth 

and the family side and even a new ball dia-

mond. In 1996, the youth side added a zip-line 

and rope course. Both became very popular and 

the age range of participants was a young as 3 

and as old as 76.   

 

In the years following at Lakeshore Camp, the 

camp was blessed by Work and Witness teams 

that were willing to help put a cement floor in 

the chapel, electrical hook-ups for trailers and 

painting buildings. Mel and Connie Olson 

brought their trailer out to spend summers as on 

site managers. (Cont. on Pg. 6) 5 5 



The Olsens made many wonderful connections in the community.  They decided to put a cross overlooking the lake with 

solar lights for nighttime. In 2019, Lakeshore Bible Camp began to rent the campgrounds to Anchor Point Church for the 

month of July. They managed 5 camps during the month for a variety of ages and the annual Family Camp was moved to    

August.   

 

Saturday June, 18th, 2005 is a day most friends of Camp Harmattan will not soon forget. A mere two weeks away from 

the first camp of the season, heavy rain during the night 

formed into a devastating flood that washed over Camp   

Harmattan. Despite the set back, camp ministry was able 

to continue all summer. The challenges were great, but 

our God is greater! The old cabins were replaced with the          

Longhouse, which was ready for 2006 and continues to 

host over night camping to this day.  

 

The Multi-plex roof collapse in 2014 presented another 

challenge, but God continued to provide. Although early 

on it looked like Family Camp may not happen, James 

River Bible Camp served as a temporary venue for Family 

Camp that summer while the Multi-plex was going 

through repairs. Family Camp spent its 60th year under a 

tent, much like they did in the early years. By 2016, the 

newly built Multi-plex was ready for Family Camp and 

has   continued to be the host of camp meeting every summer since. 

 

The blessings that both Camp Harmattan and Lakeshore have     

provided are endless. We are thankful to have such sacred ground 

where we can see the work of God in the lives of so many. Please 

continue to pray for our district camps, the staff, and participants as 

they prepare for another summer of ministry. 
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How to be a Camp Cheerleader! 
 

Camp Harmattan would not be able to exist without the support of our community 

and we are so thankful that we have individuals and churches who believe in the 

Ministry of Camp Harmattan. It is important to us that we serve both the local 

church and individuals in our community!  Here are 5 ways you can become a    

cheerleader for Harmattan. 

 

1. Pray for Camp Harmattan. We recognize that the Ministry of Camp Harmattan is 

only possible with God’s blessing and provision. There has been such a wonderful 

legacy of families and churches praying for Camp Harmattan that has impacted 

many peoples lives and changed the trajectory of families too! The greatest way 

you can cheerlead for Camp Harmattan is to pray for the camp, our team, and that we would have the         

resources to serve!            

   

2. Be connected to our Social Media and Email Lists. If you are not already following us on Facebook and          

Instagram, these are 2 main locations we share new information. Some simple ways to help new people         

discover us and see these posts is to first ‘like’, but more so to comment and share these posts. It might not 

seem like much, but these little actions make a big difference in helping us communicate and share                

information. Are you on our mailing list? If not, you can register for our mailing list through our website or 

simply sending an email to our office asking to be added to our mailing list.     

      

3. Send your kids to camp! Harmattan provides a creative and safe environment for kids to take next steps in 

their faith journey and help build lifelong friendships. In order for this ministry to operate, we need students 

to attend. That means we rely on you and your church to send your students! One of the ways we have worked 

to help make this available for as many students as possible is by partnering with churches for sponsorship. If 

your church is not already one of our sponsorship partners, you could consider being the contact person for 

this at your church!            

  

4. Attend our events. We work hard to have opportunities for our community to be on site and connect    

throughout the year.  While summer is our peek season and we love being fully immersed in camp activities 

just like you do, we also long to connect outside of the summer too!  We have created  3 different family events 

throughout the year to help bring our Harmattan friends back onsite and experience Harmattan in all the  

seasons (FrostFest, ThawFest and FallFest). We have also created some new family camping experiences 

throughout the summer that we know you will enjoy.        

  

5. Invite friends to come along. Whether you are coming to one of the fests, camping in the summer, or sending 

your kids to our camps we encourage you to think about who you could invite to share in your Harmattan  

experience this summer.  If someone invited you here and you have appreciated this space or been impacted by 

the ministry of Harmattan, wouldn’t you want to share that with others? This helps support us too as you 

help us expand our community! 

 

We could never have too many Camp Harmattan cheerleaders and would love for you to consider yourself one too! 

 

- Rebecca Ankers 

How to be a Camp Cheerleader! 
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Stories and Memories about the           

Impact of Camp in Our Lives 
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Camp Harmattan was always a special place to go when I was a child/teenager even though the 3 and a half hour drive 

seemed to take forever.  I was raised going to church and had attended other bible camps closer to home but there was 

something different about Camp Harmattan; I never felt the presence of Jesus more than when I was at Harmattan.  

  

As a teenager I remember my older brother driving us to camp with a couple friends; the drive didn’t seem as long without 

parents and the freedom to take whatever roads we wanted to. That week at camp the weather turned and it rained for a 

number of days in a row. Instead of hunkering down inside we went down to the big field to check out the puddles. It didn’t 

take long before we were sliding on our bellies in our shorts and t-shirts to see who could make the biggest splash. I think 

the whole camp came down to the big field that day, either to watch the antics or to join in. 

  

I still have a picture of a group of us covered in mud from head to toe and every time I see it I am reminded of Harmattan 

and what it meant to me as a child. I now have kids that are going to Harmattan and while the camp has sure changed a 

lot, the experience hasn’t. When my kids get back from camp they talk for weeks about everything they did. I can’t think 

of a better place for impressionable young people to experience the power of Christ.—Jose Rajotte 

I have many rich memories of Camp Harmattan.  I have chosen a memory that comes out of Senior High camp in the early 

sixties.  I was camp director, my wife Hertha camp nurse and Dr. Charles Muxworthy [now in his nineties living in Surrey 

BC] was camp chaplain.   

In a Thursday evening campfire service, in the former outdoor chapel as Chuck was speaking to the 153 campers gathered, 

the Holy Spirit came in a gentle but powerful manner.  As Chuck concluded his message there was a spontaneous move by 

campers to the log altars.  As campers prayed through to God others came to take their place.  It was a most marvelous and 

deeply moving experience, to pray with earnest young seekers dedicating their lives to following Jesus.  Years later I would 

meet board members in local churches who had made their commitment to follow Jesus in that Thursday evening service.    

These men and women are now grandparents and great grandparents.  The years flow by but the need for the Holy Spirit to 

speak deep into young hearts calling them to a life of faith and service is as urgent now as then.  This memory warms my 

heart.  In those days Camp Harmattan was managed by volunteers.  The only paid persons were the cooks. My thanks to all 

camp workers who shared in making these memories.  I conclude by expressing my appreciation for the much improved 

model of camp ministry being practiced by Camp Harmattan leadership.—Rev. Glenn Follis 

Al and I started dating in early 2011 but when he wanted to get married my best friend Beryl Smith and I weren't sure he 

had a personal relationship with Jesus. Things were getting close to the October wedding date we had chosen with Pastor 

Rose's help, so I called her and asked her to come to Al's house. Al made his commitment to Jesus that day!!! The following 

summer we were at Family Camp and Al wanted to be baptized in the river with Pastor Rose and myself. I knew Al nor I 

liked cold water, so that morning I prayed that Al would not feel the cold, and neither one of us did!!  

Years later when Al found out in the hospital that his treatments weren't working, he kept saying, "I just want to go be 

with Jesus". And now he has! I've gone to camp nearly every summer since I was 8 and believe it's an important time for 

growth no matter what your age. I love it, and our Team here.—Barb Bayley Attoe   

After our first visit to Lake Shore Bible camp and listening to the stories behind how it came to be and how many people 

poured out their love, energies, and sacrificial giving, our family thought of how we can share this beautiful place with others 

who do not know that a loving God exists. We decided to invite people from South Asian community, friends from other 

faiths, new immigrants, Students who are new to Canada and haven’t yet experienced the vast beauty of this land. It became 

a place where they could come and fellowship with other Indians, experience our hospitality, share meals and stories. We     

    took this opportunity to introduce them to Jesus. Over the years this once a year event became a huge hit with     

    people making enquiries way before summer…. 

For The Love of Camp... For The Love of Camp... 
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My memories of camp start when I was 5 years old and my family drove out to camp one Sunday afternoon where I 

watched a baptism in a lake.  Though I didn’t know much about it, I knew that had a desire to go that way. 

 

Two years later, I had my first week at camp.  I loved it.  2 years later at another week of camp I asked Jesus into my heart.  

Probably 2 years later my week at camp was with my parents and sister when Dad was director of a boys’ camp!  

As a teen I had 4 summers that each included a week of camp.  At age 17 I was baptized in a lake.  Our church didn’t have a 

camp nearby, but there was a lake… 

 

When I was first at St. Malo Camp (now Lakeshore Bible Camp), I was camp nurse and teen girls counselor (back when we 

had 2 buildings and 2 outhouses).  I returned many summers as camp nurse, but only once more as a counsellor.  Russell and 

I enjoyed Family Camps before our kids, with our kids and every summer since. Camps in 4 states and 4 provinces have 

been places of spiritual growth and service over basically my whole life.  I thank the many people who have worked to make 

camps happen and praise God that I’ve been able to give back at camp, too.—Pattie Boyes 

 

 

Camp Harmattan has been special to me for many years. . .we took our children there, now watching my grandchildren en-

joy and be involved in Camp Harmattan. I always feel so blessed taking the curve in the road into camp.  Such a beautiful 

property, not to be taken for granted. It is a place to meet up with family and friends. 

  

There has always been such great singing, praising and wonderful speakers.  A lot of work has gone into the camp to keep it 

going well, and it is appreciated.—Dianna Sorenson 

Camp Harmattan has always been a "special" experience in my life! When one mentions the words Camp Harmattan, there's 

a special kind of excitement in the air, one of anticipation of what I can expect just thinking about it and just being there in 

person and to connect with so many familiar faces, those of whom we may only see once a year. My husband and I, along 

with our son and daughter, started driving to Family Camp in the latter part of the 1970's, and it was always a thrill just to 

know we would be spending 10 days there, or when we would drive up to help out on those camp cleanup weekends.  

I've always enjoyed being there in the presence of many different age groups, seeing the excitement amongst those children 

and more families coming up each year to have a wonderful and uplifting time in such a blessed surrounding. 

At Family Camp time we knew we would be privileged to hear some inspiring speakers, hear some uplifting music in praise 

and worship, enjoy some yummy meals provided by dedicated cooks and staff, and to get to ride the Young's big busses to 

and from the dinning hall every day and to stand in line for those special visits with people from near and far. 

 

Lastly, but not least, some Big Thank-Yous' to a loving, caring and dedicated staff, who always greeted us with open arms, 

and who do so much for our camp, even beyond our regular camps! I highly recommend giving Camp Harmattan a try - 

don't think you will be disappointed! God's presence is evident in so many ways with His beauty all around there.  

I can truly say with the song writer, "To God be the Glory, Great Things He hath done!".—Maxine Osbourne 

...Many said they experienced the presence of God and peace as they entered the camp site. They shared that they could 

sense that the people who invited them are different and felt relaxed. We focus on introducing and building their              

relationships with God and with people in the community, friendship evangelism.—David  Prathipati  

"I feel like I've just driven onto Holy Ground".   

 

My wife and I had been at a work weekend at the camp and on the way home we commented on how great it would be to be 

a camp director at some point in our lives.  So we prayed "Lord if you ever want us to direct a camp like this would you 

open the door for us".   Three years later I spotted a tiny ad in a church bulletin advertising a position at Camp Harmat-

tan.  I replied and was accepted and we began our ministry there in April of 1994.  They were the best and hardest years of 

my life.  I loved it!  (Continued on next page) 



Prayer didn't always come easy but over the years I learned the value of it and saw so many profound answers to the 

needs of Camp Harmattan.  It became my habit to daily walk and pray over the camp.  Here's just a few answers that I 

remember clearly and I would like to share with you: 
 

We had just started construction on the new deck and roof addition of the dining hall.  We needed $15,000 to complete 

the project.  However, part way through the construction process some unexpected bills came in and my bookkeeper said 

that he had to use up our funds to pay those bills.  I remember driving back to the camp and in my anguish I cried out to 

the Lord that we needed $15,000 to do this job that we had already begun and I didn't know how to get that mon-

ey.  When I arrived back at camp I got a phone call from a gentleman asking what the camp address was.  I told him and 

he explained that he was sending me a cheque in the mail.  I asked him if he would mind telling me how much he was 

sending.   It was $15.000 

 

We heard that the farmer across the river from us was planning to subdivide his land into acreages and I was very con-

cerned that development of that property would have a negative impact on our camp.  For starters, we played very loud 

music in the evenings and I didn't think any new home owners would appreciate the noise level that 100 kids can 

make.  So Mel Olsen (Board Chairman at the time) and I walked over to that piece of land and prayed "God we have no 

money and don't know how to raise the half million dollars that we would need to purchase that land, but if it's your will, 

would you make it happen!"  I didn't tell anyone else about our prayer time there.  Well, three days later, I was driving 

through the camp on our golf cart and a gentleman stopped me.  Here is his exact words, "Steve, you guys need to own 

that land across the river and I'm gonna buy it for you!"  Within a few weeks he presented me with a cheque for $550,000 

and we purchased the land!  Praise the Lord!- Steve Prendergast  

 

 

 

I have a photograph, probably 1958, of me sitting on a rock beside the river with Rev. Dwayne Hildie's dog. 

Our swimming at Boys and Girls Camp was in the river and since showers did not exist at that time, the river served  

multiple purposes. We also went through military exercises in the morning before breakfast.—David Rainey 

Innovative Summer 
Preparing for and providing our 2020 Summer ministry was a steep learning curve! It felt like every week 

leading up to the summer we were working with health services to ensure that we could provide the best and 

safety experience possible. As we have prepared for our summer 2021 we have taken those lessons and 

adapted a plan that we are very excited about. There are always some variables, never more true than in the 

season of Covid, but with the experience of last summer under our belt, we are well prepared for 2021. 

 

Our biggest innovation is our single day camp! This provides our youngest guests with the opportunity to     

discover what camp is and get a feel for things in a more comfortable environment, without the risk of home-

sickness. Day Camps will become a permanent addition to the Camp experience and will help set the stage for 

the next generation of Campers. 

 

The idea of overnight camps has been a hot button topic for us since the fall. The Day Camp model is valuable 

and served us very well in 2020, but doesn’t quite capture the full experience of camp. The majority of the   

spiritual formation and growth we see here at camp happens in the evenings when everyone is together in 

their cabins with their cabin leaders. So, we were, and are, determined to offer some form of overnight camp 

this summer. But this is where things get really tricky. The necessary protocols that we will have to abide by 

this summer are still being formed and there is no way to know what they will be at this point. But rest as-

sured we will be providing updates each month and are going to do everything we can to ensure that camp is 

safe, fun, spiritually enriching, and filled with great moments with friends and family. 

- Jonathan Lefebvre 
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Family Camp 2021 
 
We are going to hold Family Camp at Harmattan this year!   
July 30 – August 8, 2021.  
 
Speaker and programming details to be announced.  
Cost is $40 per night. 
   
Click Here to Register 11 11 

 

"Why Your Church Should Partner With 
Camps" 

 
This summer thousands of children and youth across the country will attend a Christian 
camp. If you ask your friends at church when they took a big step in their faith many will 
say that it was at a summer camp. Yet, there seems to be a strange disconnect between  
local churches and Christian camping ministries. From my perspective, local churches 
miss out on significant benefits that come from working closely with Christian camps. 
 
Now, of course I have a bias. I have worked closely with summer camps for just over two decades either on staff, as a 
volunteer, or promoting from my position as a pastor. I have a deep, long connection with Camp Harmattan and I 
firmly believe that Christian camps are ministries that churches should work with closely—and here’s why: 
 
1) Camps reach families. Unchurched families value what we are doing. They appreciate the warm community, 

the beautiful grounds, the safe atmosphere, and skills they develop. It is in this supportive environment that 
many families and kids take a big step in their faith journey. It is at this point that many camps (including Camp 
Harmattan and Lakeshore) begin to desperately pray that away from camp they make a connection with a 
church. This is vital: If they take a step of faith in the summer but have no faith community apart from Camp they 
will struggle to build into their faith. The ‘hand-off’ from camp to church needs to be rock solid.   
         

2) Camps develop young leaders. We have a leadership development pipeline. Many young volunteers wind up 
joining our summer staff but even more than this internal pipeline is that these young leaders go out into their 
communities and careers having had opportunities for hands on learning. They go on to use the wide range of 
skills they developed from camp in their everyday lives. Just this month a   summer staff mentioned how their 
work with kids at camp has had a clear and direct connection with their success in their pursuit to become a 
Teacher.               
  

3) Camps provide holistic ministry. Camps provide a view of the Christian life that is vibrant, hands on, and 
goes beyond sitting in rows (or watching church online). At camp the combination of play & pray and the     
connection to wilderness and worship is nurtured. It is the perfect location for people to practice a 24/7 faith. It is 
the perfect training ground to test out new faith insights, to try walking with the Holy Spirit in a safe supportive 
community, and to have conversations that go deep.        
  

4) Camps are fun! We all need to laugh, play and enjoy life. Camp is like taking a big deep breath. The word 
“gospel” literally means “good news,” and camps have done an excellent job of portraying what that good news 
looks like on a daily basis.  Even our rainy days (or snow days) we are able to create a day where we can turn it 
into an amazing experience! And in doing so camps help communicate the good news of Jesus.  

 
Camp Ministry exists to support and enhance the call of the local church to make Christ-like disciples in the nations. 
Camps are a perfect ally for helping kids, parents, and people of all ages to fall in love with Jesus, learn how to serve 
the kingdom, and reach out with joy and fun to a world that needs Good News. 

 

- Trent McDowell  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021Familycamp
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There is something special about going to camp.  

 

I, like many of you, have countless memories of summer camp. Some of my fondest  memories 

include a younger, smaller version of myself being 

thrown across the pool by Wayne Smele. I enjoyed 

dangerous games of buck-buck, friendly and not 

so friendly ball games during Family Camp, youth 

conferences, district assemblies and even a     

wedding or two. But more importantly, I felt the 

presence of God for the first time in many chapels 

and prayer times.  

 

Although I did grow too old for kids and youth 

camp, I am still having just as much if not more 

fun during my time at camp. The energy I get as 

we pull onto the property remains the same today 

as it did on my first journey down the hill for kids 

camp. It is a legacy that many of us share and 

continue to bring to the next generation. I loved 

bringing people to camp that have never been 

there before. It is a chance for me to introduce  

        

      them to a special place in my life and a hope that it can be 

      that for them as well. 

 

      It is a legacy that I now can share with my own children. 

      The fun I had taking them to their first kids camp at  

      Harmattan and the chance to share  what it was like for me 

      when I went to camp for the first time was very special. But

      more importantly, a few  summers ago my wife and I had 

      the distinct privilege of baptizing our daughter at camp. 

      This spiritual milestone in her life will cement the  

      importance of camp for my family in the years to come.  

 

      It is a place of fellowship. A place to connect with old  

      friends and be introduced to new ones. It is a place to  

      strengthen our faith or to find it in Christ for the first time.  

 

      It is not just a piece of land. It is so much more 

      -KMB 

A Legacy Outdoors A Legacy Outdoors 

Special Thanks to Betty Brandt, Matt Wilks, Trent McDowell, Rebecca  
Ankers & Jonathan Lefebvre for providing articles, Rose Brower-Young, 

Val Friesen & Pattie Boyes for pictures and providing history background 
for the camps, Stan Ingersol & Paul George for filling in some gaps in the 
camp meeting history, and all those who contributed memories & stories. 
This issue was definitely a team effort and many thanks to those who lent 

a hand. See you at camp! 


