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                      My dear friends, 

    I see your faces as I ponder on these few thoughts    
    to share with you. It is close to a year now that we    
              have been weathering the storm of COVID-19. We have learned much  
            about its patterns, only to encounter new variants, its resistance to  

          possible solutions, and its amazing tenacity to continue spreading. 

       I have three thoughts about our journey together through this storm: 
 

Our skills learned and refined during fair weather have the potential to become second nature in the 
storm. So we should not give up learning and growing. We will use every new skill at some point in our 
journey. Storms do end. I hope we are left stronger, more refined when this one passes. 

Let us not underestimate God’s willingness to create resources necessary to facilitate His mission.       
Expect the miraculous. Jesus is right beside us in the storm. He promised to “never leave or forsake us.” 

Can you hear His voice through the storm? Let’s listen carefully! 

While quitting sometimes feels like the natural next step, perseverance is much more rewarding. We can 

choose between paralysis or progress. Let’s put our hearts and heads together, and make sure everyone 
comes through the storm safely! 

When we trust God with situations that are out of our control, remember that they are most certainly 
under His control. These are the times when we must be led by the Holy Spirit. As Walter Brueggeman 

points out in his work, Spirituality of the Psalms, “We cannot rush through the stage of disorientation 
too quickly lest we fail rightly to re-orient as we come through.” 

I believe God is redeeming this time to do a new thing! Can we trust Him? Most certainly, yes!  

"Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s 
voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track. Don’t assume that 
you know it all. Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate 
with life!" (Proverbs 3:5-8, MSG) 
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•  Board of General Superintendents Elects New USA/Canada Leader  

The Board of General Superintendents has elected Stan Reeder to the position of 
USA/Canada regional director. On 1 February 2021, Dr. Reeder will begin to work 
with Dr. Broadbooks on orientation and transition matters. He will assume the role 
on 1 March 2021.  

The Church of the Nazarene’s General Board ratified the election with an email vote         
coordinated by Gary W. Hartke, general secretary. Fili Chambo, Chair of the Board 
of    General Superintendents and jurisdictional general superintendent for USA/
Canada, Carla Sunberg, secretary of the Board of General Superintendents, and 
Verne S Ward III, Global Missions director, prayerfully led the nomination and     
election process.  

Reeder succeeds Robert Broadbooks, who is retiring after 12 years as regional director.  

“Stan Reeder and his wife, Janet, are a blessing to the Church of the Nazarene,” Chambo said. “Throughout 
his ministry, Dr. Reeder has prioritized equipping believers to become missionally effective, faith-filled, and 
fully engaged in making Christlike disciples. We are confident that his passion for working with others to 
develop strategies and resources to respond to the needs of the church in Canada and the USA will benefit 
not only the USA/Canada Region but also the global Church. We look forward to partnering with them as 
Stan assumes this new role.”  

Reeder, a citizen of both Canada and the United States, has pastored in both countries for more than 20 
years. Most recently, he served as superintendent of the Oregon Pacific District, a position he held for 11 
years.  

“Stan has a passion and commitment to share the message of the gospel with those that are yet to hear,” 
Ward said. “Stan’s practice is to share his time, his heart, his experiences and resources to encourage and 
equip others to minister effectively.”  

Reeder is the founder of the USA/Canada Region’s RAND Project, an 18-month vibrant church renewal    
program. He has also served on several Nazarene boards, including the District Superintendents Advisory 
Council, the Northwest Nazarene University Board of Trustees, and the Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Board of Trustees.  

“It is with gratitude and excitement that Janet and I embark on this new journey,” Stan said. “Our deep love 
for the Lord and the people of the United States and Canada makes it a joy and honor to serve in this       
responsibility. We look forward to linking arms with you to see many lives transformed by the power of the 
good news of Jesus Christ.”  

Reeder holds a Bachelor of Arts in history from the University of Manitoba, a Bachelor of Theology from   
Canadian Nazarene College (now Ambrose University), a Master of Divinity from McMaster University, and 
a Doctor of Ministry from Fuller Theological Seminary.  

He and his wife, Janet, have two adult sons and one granddaughter.  
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Coming Soon To Ambrose 

 Stay Tuned for this upcoming lectures 

February 25: The History of  Race and the Bible 

Presented by Dr. Colin Toffelmire and Dr. Jon Coutts 

 

March 11: Developmental Aspects of  Poverty and Why it Should Matter to You 

Presented by Dr. Alex Sanderson and Derek Cook.   

Go to ambrose.edu for more information. 

There will be an OPEN HOUSE on February 10th. Be Sure to check it out if  you are interested 

in attending Ambrose University in the future! 

Do you know your pastor? I mean do you really know your pastor? What are their hobbies? What do they like to eat? 

Where are they from?... These are the questions we all may have pondered at some point. Well today we can get some 

answers, we have polled all the pastors on the Canada West District to find out the things we are all wondering. The 

August version gives you get a chance to learn about Steve MacCuaig and Mitch Brower 

Do You Know Your Pastor? Do You Know Your Pastor? 

Where are you currently serving?  

Randy: Glenview Nazarene Church,       

Medicine Hat, AB 

Mitch: Family Life Church of the Nazarene 

in Airdrie, AB 

 

What is your favourite scripture?  

Steve:  Galatians 4:19 –“Christ formed in 

you.”  

Mitch:  Philippians 4:4 (A Great Daily   

Reminder) 

 

My ideal vacation is...  

Steve: Hawaii 

Mitch:  I would love to travel anywhere right 

now! But going back to Disneyworld with the 

family would be a treat. 

 

My favourite meal is...  

Steve: Veggie Jhalfrezsi  

Mitch:  Medium-rare Streak and Baked  

Potato with all the fixings and a tall glass of 

Coca-Cola! 

What’s the name of your home town?  

Steve: Cambridge, ON 

Mitch: Wainwright, AB 
 

How did you become a part of the Church of 

the Nazarene?  

Steve: Through Woodland Drive Church in Lacombe 
and the Tattrie family 

Mitch:  I grew up in the Nazarene church in       

Wainwright 

 

What is your favourite pastime?  

Steve: Sports and Reading 

Mitch:  I enjoy  reading,  sports, drawing , watching 

films and spending time with my family! 

 

If you are recommending a place to eat in 

your area, what place you say?  

Steve: The Orchid Room or Indian Kitchen  

Mitch:  Pita Basket for Donair Poutine! 

If I wasn’t a pastor, I would  

probably be....  

Steve:  A Sports Broadcaster or Banker 

Mitch:  General Manager of the     

Edmonton Oilers 

Coming Soon To Ambrose 

 

https://ambrose.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=decfba41e444ffdf382e54066&id=bfbaa13d61&e=ef445d225e
https://ambrose.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=decfba41e444ffdf382e54066&id=edb4b2048a&e=ef445d225e
ambrose.edu


 

 

with 

Rev. Sheri Lynne  

Martin 
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Children’s Leader Christmas Party Zoom Style – Looks at those Smiles!   
What a Blast we had!  

The Winners of  our Safety Books 

for Children were: 

 

Clarissa Austin, Steven Pridgen            

& Ria Lartec 

If  you are looking for some safety 

resources, contact                      

Pastor Sheri Lynne 
Thank you! If you have questions, don't hesitate to call or email.  

cwdkids@telus.net for Sheri Lynne                                                         

trherbert@gmail.com for Tammy                                                            

Sign up for the Party:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTDnJ7dQb5UcGs9Mj-
DMzZKLF6WkagC77wwGIdzL5J6WP27g/viewform?

fbclid=IwAR2IrJARYHca5gtnb38whEaF4LjQUO5N4T0Obbc8dk2aQ_kHyQ9-ZEX32ts 

mailto:cwdkids@telus.net
mailto:trherbert@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTDnJ7dQb5UcGs9Mj-DMzZKLF6WkagC77wwGIdzL5J6WP27g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2IrJARYHca5gtnb38whEaF4LjQUO5N4T0Obbc8dk2aQ_kHyQ9-ZEX32ts
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTDnJ7dQb5UcGs9Mj-DMzZKLF6WkagC77wwGIdzL5J6WP27g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2IrJARYHca5gtnb38whEaF4LjQUO5N4T0Obbc8dk2aQ_kHyQ9-ZEX32ts
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTDnJ7dQb5UcGs9Mj-DMzZKLF6WkagC77wwGIdzL5J6WP27g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2IrJARYHca5gtnb38whEaF4LjQUO5N4T0Obbc8dk2aQ_kHyQ9-ZEX32ts


 

NYI Leadership 

 

NYI Leadership Conference (March 1-2, 2021) is an annual gathering targeting District NYI Presidents and other 
youth ministry leaders throughout the USA and Canada Region. This conference provides space for NYI leaders to 
connect with one another and engage in conversation around current youth ministry topics and trends.            
Participants will also receive training and resources to integrate into local ministry settings.  
 
We will gather virtually for LC 2021. In addition to seeing NYI in action across the USA/Canada Region, the focus 
of this LC will be on New Realities in Youth Ministry, including the topics of ministry innovation, mental health 
(students and adults), and culture (youth and society). Through seminars and breakouts, participants will virtually 
gather with other leaders of specific ministry affinity to learn, share and collaborate around a guided topic of 
need or interest. In addition, leaders will have opportunity to connect for networking and fellowship with NYI 
leaders from across the USA and Canada. 
 
Cost and Registration Deadlines 
Regular Registration is $35 per participant. Regular Registration ends Thursday, February 18. 
 
Schedule 
LC 2021 will be live Monday, March 1, 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM (CST) and Tuesday, March 2, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
(CST).  
 
Refund Policy 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide refunds for this event, but do allow transfers of registration to another 
individual through February 18, 2021. For additional terms & conditions scroll to bottom of page. 
 
Contact Us 
If you have additional questions, please contact the USA/Canada NYI Office at usacanadanyi@nazarene.org. 

Conference 2021 Conference 2021 

NYI Leadership 
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Who is Valentine? 

There are at least three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. One legend 
contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II    
decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young 
men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young 
lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Still others  
insist that it was Saint Valentine of Terni, a bishop, who was the true namesake of the holiday. He, too, was          
executed by Claudius II outside Rome.  

Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman 
prisons, where they were often beaten and tortured. According to one legend, an imprisoned Valentine actually sent 
the first “valentine” greeting himself after he fell in love with a young girl–possibly his jailor’s daughter–who      
visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter signed “From your    
Valentine,” an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is murky, the 
stories all emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic and–most importantly–romantic figure. By the Middle   
Ages, perhaps thanks to this reputation, Valentine would become one of the most popular saints in England and 
France.  

mailto:usacanadanyi@nazarene.org


It is with a heart full of gratitude that we celebrate the life of        
Clarence W. Duckering.  He passed away peacefully on December 
28, 2020 after a long life of 102 years.   

He joins his wife of 56 years, Grace (Bassant) Duckering, in the    
heavens, as well as his first wife of 21 years, Gertrude (George)  
Duckering and his son Terry Duckering, son-in-law Gerald Torhjelm 
as well as all his siblings, parents and other loved friends and         
family.   

He is survived by 21 children and spouses, 40 grandchildren, 92 great 
grandchildren and 29 great great grandchildren and counting!! Dad 
was living with the hardship of dementia in the last 3 years years of his life but still knew all his children at the end.   

He enjoyed a zoom call with 7 of them on Christmas day and a visit from his oldest son, who recorded a video message 
to us all as he had Dad wish everyone a Merry Christmas.  There will be a memorial service on a later date, to be    
announced.   

In Loving Memory 
Carole Caldwell, beloved wife, mother and grandmother, passed away in Calgary,        
Alberta, on Sunday, December 6, 2020. 
 
Carole was born and raised in Calgary, and attended Northwest Nazarene College in 
Nampa, Idaho. After starting her career teaching in Winnipeg, she married Mark in 1965. 
They went on from there together to serve a lifetime of faithful ministry in  every      
province from Ontario west to British Columbia. 
 
She will be dearly missed by her children Brian (Dorothy) and Steve (Lisa) and six   
grandchildren, Clark, Katelyn, Emma, Victoria, Thomas and Erik. She is previously      
deceased by her husband, the Reverend James Mark Caldwell. 
 

After years of living through the progression of Alzheimer’s disease, we celebrate that she is now at peace in the 
presence of her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Special thanks to the wonderful and caring staff of Bow-Crest Long 
Term Care Home in Calgary, Alberta. 
 
Due to circumstances with COVID-19 a private family service will be held. In lieu of flowers, if friends so desire, 
memorial donations may be made directly to the Alzheimer Society of Canada, 20 Eglinton Avenue West, 16th 
Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M4R 1K8. 

In Loving Memory 
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The need to remain safe and distanced from one another continues, and so does our need to 

come away and spend focused time with God and with one another. 

The district decided to go ahead and host our annual Pastors Prayer Retreat online. Our          

facilitator, Rev. Dr. Douglas Hardy, professor of spiritual formation from NTS (Nazarene Theologi-
cal Seminary), led us through a journey - Questions for the Pilgrim: Finding a Way Forward for 
You in the World. Each session took us further into reflection as we considered the questions: 

Who is your God? Where is the ground on which you stand? What is God's call/invitation to you? 

Where is the threshold to be crossed? What resources do you need for the journey? 

A total of 47 different pastors attended throughout the week. Opportunities were given to fellow-
ship together online and encourage one another. Pastors were encouraged to get away to a quiet 

place as well to spend time in prayer. Some rented a cabin or a room at a retreat centre.  

DS Rose Brower-Young shared about the unexpected blessing the pandemic brought us. She 
quoted, "We are grateful to be able to learn 

from Dr. Doug Hardy. With his teaching sched-
ule and the distance from NTS, we would have 

likely never had him as a part of our time to-
gether otherwise. I appreciate our pastors being 

willing to try something new and taking ad-
vantage of this opportunity to still retreat and 

focus on God." 

Our prayer for each session can remain our 
prayer each day as we spend time with the 

Lord.  

"Oh God, open my eyes, incline my heart, order 

my steps." 

WHOLE LIFE GENEROSITY 

All of life. All we have. All we are. All He wants us to be. 

 A Circle of Grace 

Generosity is the overflow of a grateful heart. 

When this happens, praise goes up to God. Both the giver praises God for the joy of partnering with Him and the receiver praises 

God for His provision through you. 

Relationships deepen with God and others. 

Gratitude clears the way to focus on the right thing. 

Surrender ends the fight to hold on to everything. 

Releasing everything to His purpose bears fruit and brings joy in all circumstances. 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work… You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result 

in thanksgiving to God. | 2 Cor. 9:8, 11 

2021 Annual Pastors Prayer Retreat 
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The World Evangelism Fund (WEF) gifts are essential to every part 

of  our global ministry. All Mission Special giving (donor designated 

dollars) is passed through to the field without taking out any         

administrative costs. Therefore, WEF is used to pay for the costs of  

administrating those programs, both here and on the mission field. 

We can think of  the WEF as providing the foundation for everything we do. 

 

 To more specifically answer the question, here is a list of functions that are funded by the World Evangelism 

Fund: 

  

1. Global Missions functions, including: 

• Salaries and retirement/health benefits for 350+ missionaries on Global Deployment, plus infrastructure for 

100+ missionaries on Sponsored Deployment. 

• Missionary Engagement, Equipping, and Training. 

• Ministry support and funding for 6 Regional Offices (Africa, Asia Pacific, Eurasia, Mesoamerica, South 

America, and USA Canada). 

• Ministry support allocations for 37 “Fields” that report through the Regional Offices. 

• Ministry support allocations for various Phase I and Phase II global districts. 

• Ministry support for Border Initiative (on USA/Mexico border). 

• Global publications, including translation of evangelism and discipleship materials. 

• Administrative/ back office functions for ministries funded by Mission Specials (designated giving), including: 

Work & Witness, Alabaster, World Mission Broadcast, Global Missions Field Partnerships, etc. 

• Global Missions personnel and administrative staff at the Global Ministry Center. 

  

2. Events to promote Denominational Connection and Theological Coherence, including General         

Assemblies, Mid-Quadrennial (“M-Conferences”), District Leaders’ events, General Board meetings, Theology 

Conferences, etc. 

  

3. Global Nazarene Missions International (NMI), including costs for staff and the operation of the NMI 

Global Council. 

  

4. Global Nazarene Youth International (NYI), including costs for internal staff and: 

• Costs for the operation of the Global NYI council. 

• Grants for the functioning of global NYI regions. 

• Event planning services for Nazarene Youth Congress events (on all regions) and Third Wave events. 

  

5. Sunday School Discipleship Ministries (SDMI), including costs for internal staff, global discipleship   

resourcing, operation of the SDMI global council, Lay Training programs, Children’s ministry (including      

quizzing resources), and administrative work for PALCONs. 

  

6. Global oversight ministry of the Board of General Superintendents, including costs for internal staff, 

global travel for district assemblies, ordinations, etc. 

  

Where Does Your World Evangelism 

Gift Go? 

Where Does Your World Evangelism 

Gift Go? 
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7. Global Education and Clergy Development, including costs for internal staff and: 

• Oversight for 40+ seminaries and universities, including funding for the International Course of Study 

Advisory Committee (ICOSAC). 

• Development and administration of ordination requirements for global clergy. 

• Administration of parameters for clergy discipline. 

• Support allocations for Nazarene Theological Seminary, Nazarene Bible College, and Nazarene            

Theological College – Manchester. 

• Support/maintenance for the Wesleyan Holiness Digital Library (WHDL), which is used by most       

Nazarene educational institutions. 

  

8. Administrative Finance functions (General Treasurer’s office), including all staffing and systems costs for 

accounting and donor services functions. 

  

9. Governance/Statistical functions (General Secretary’s office), including all staffing and systems cost 

for: 

• Compilation and maintenance of district journals, annual pastors’ reports, clergy credentials, and other 

statistical data. 

• Corporate insurance. 

• Event Services. 

• Nazarene Archives. 

• Nazarene Research Services. 

  

10. Administrative functions of the Chief Administrative Officer at Global Ministry Center, including all 

staffing and systems costs for: 

• Human Resources. 

• Information Technology. 

• General Counsel / Legal Services. 

• Corporate Communications and Website Administration. 

• Stewardship Development 

• Nazarene Publications (Holiness Today, Grace & Peace Magazine, etc.). 

  

Beginning with the 2021 fiscal year and going forward, there is  an endowment that will pay for the entire 

building operation costs of the Global Ministry Center, including all the utilities, maintenance/repair, and  

upkeep of the building, landscaping, and parking lots. This means that nearly $1 million in WEF each year 

(which was previously needed to maintain the headquarters building) can be deployed into ministry, instead. 

If you would like more information, here is a link to a short video that gives a more summarized overview of 

what is supported by the WEF.  https://vimeo.com/453684600.  
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We have settled into the winter months at Camp Harmattan.  Much of the snow is untouched and it 
is beautiful to look at the “diamonds” glistening in the different rays of light.  Although, we don’t 
see many guests in this season except for a few people who are taking solo retreats, we are hard 
at work getting ready for Summer 2021. 
 
After a year in which much of our revenue (rental income loss of $100K, youth camp registration 
loss of $90K and family camp loss) was decimated, we were still able to end the year with a slight 
loss which was corrected with some donations that came in after the year end (2021 is already off 
to a strong financial start).  Last year, our revenue was $503K and our expenses were $588K.   
 
Our Christmas campaign which lasted from December 1 to January 7 (any donation dated after 
January 1 will appear in our 2021 financial statements) received over $270K – we were blown away 
by the almost 200 different individuals who contributed in this past month.  For us at Camp     
Harmattan, this is a reaffirmation of what God is calling us to continue doing regardless of a    
pandemic or not.  Thank you for your generosity beyond what we could have imagined.  We, as a 
larger Harmattan community are entering into 2021 in a very strong financial position in spite of 
what is happening around us. 
 
We are currently working on a 2021 budget that we believe can be balanced while still maintaining 
many of the programs that you have become accustomed to at Camp Harmattan over the years.  
Of course, some things will be different, but overall, we are predicting that we will be able to host 
many of our familiar offerings (with slight changes) this year.  
 
I want to encourage you to watch for more information coming out in the next month about our 
summer 2021 plans.  This robust plan will involve Long Weekend Events, Casual Camping, Daycamps, 
Cohort Overnight Camps, Walk-a-thon 2.0, Frost Fest, Thaw Fest, Fall Fest and a variety of other 
meaningful Camp Harmattan events.  Information for all of these events and how to sign up will be 
made available in February.  We are beyond excited to offer these opportunities for you and your 
families. 
 
As we plan to release our new calendar for this year in February, will you pray for us as we begin 
to identify the steps needed to make this a reality.  Most of our calendar will involve plans that 
are happening regardless of whether or not we are in a pandemic but there is always a concern 
that something else can affect our planning.   
 
One final thing, we want to invite you to Frost Fest which will be happening on Saturday March 6.  
Information will be coming out to ensure that we can social distance effectively and enjoy the win-
ter wonderland that Camp Harmattan provides for us.  We hope to see you there on Saturday 
March 6. 
 
Thanks for your financial support, your prayers and your encouragement in 2020.  We certainly 
have felt those ways of supporting us this year. 
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Greetings Friends, Family, and Supporters, 
 
We can certainly say that 2020 was a year to remember. We remember  
the changes, the losses, the uncertainties, but as well, the faithfulness of  
God. Here at Lakeshore Bible Camp, along with the other camps in our  
province, we have felt the government-imposed restrictions in a great way.  
Summer camps were shut down and far too silent were the beautiful  
Lakeshore grounds that we are all so familiar with. 
We know that some camps will not open again should this pandemic situation  
continue for another year. We do not want to be among those statistics. We  
held our own this year due to donations for which we are incredibly grateful. 
 
This summer, it felt sad to go onsite and hear no children's voices, no shrieks of laughter, no games in  
the field, no aroma from the dining hall, no worship from the chapel. The grass grew tall, the weeds grew  
taller, cobwebs in abundance until the volunteers arrived, and it began to shine again. They came because  
they  believe in the work God is doing here. They came because they carry a passion for camp ministry, and they 
came because they hold fond memories of joyful times of fellowship here. 
 
Perhaps you too hold fond memories of our camp. 

• For some, your children or grandchildren began their own journey with Jesus at camp. 

• Perhaps you looked forward to bringing out your camper or tent for a weekend with friends. 

• Maybe it was times around the campfire or meals in the dining hall with your church family. 

• Perhaps you felt gratitude for new Spiritual growth from a recently attended retreat. 
 
If you have had the pleasure of refreshing times at Lakeshore, we invite you to join us in a sustainability plan that 
offers hope for future encounters. Would you prayerfully consider a one-time gift of S20 for Lakeshore Bible Camp? 
lf you have headed up a group as a renter at Lakeshore, would you take the time to ask each of your group   
members to participate in this plan? Following is the information for donation instructions. 
 
E-Transfer to: 
nazarene@telus.net (Please put Lakeshore in the notation line) 
Credit Card to: the Nazarene funding portal: 
https://www.survevmonkev.com/r/Nazarene FundingPortal 
 
Cheques: (made payable to Lakeshore Bible Camp) 
can be mailed to: New Hope Community Church 
214 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Mb. R2L 119 
 
(If you feel impressed to give more than S20, we will gratefully receive that too, or perhaps you have time and skills 
and would like to volunteer in property upgrades next summer.) 
 
We love sharing our camp with all of you and enjoy making it a place of refuge from our busy world. We long for 
more of that. Your gift is tax deductible and may provide the opportunity for someone else to experience Lakeshore 
Bible Camp in the ways that you have. Thank you for making this possible and sowing into this ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Board Chair 
Lakeshore Bible Camp 
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No Turning Back 
One Year in Canada 

 

Moving to Canada to do a ministry was a big leap of faith to us.  

We were hesitating, especially my wife, if we really want to step 

into a new journey and leave my comfort zone of ministry.  Just 

a little background of our life in the Philippines, my wife has a 

stable job working as a full time teacher in a Public school and 

in 7 years she could retire and enjoy her retirement years.   

Meanwhile, my ministries in the Philippines were doing well 

with my three planted churches.   

 

However, there was a door opened for us to do ministry in    

Canada, which I never knew that this would be possible to     

happen to me.  The process was hard, from preparing all the   

requirements for the application, to be denied then doing the 

process again.  After a couple of denied visas, I thought maybe 

this calling is not for me.  Yet, if God has called you, nothing 

can stop it. I said to myself, “wherever he leads I will follow”, 

even in the means of leaving the life that I am comfortable with. 

 

1st of January, we bid goodbye to our extended and church    

family, especially my first son whose visa was denied. It was 

heart-rending. 2nd of January, we arrived in Winnipeg; it was 

freezing cold compared to the hot weather in the Philippines.  I 

looked at my wife and my other son and we all thought, “we 

can’t endure this kind of weather.” (but now we are getting to 

used of cold winter) Then, when we arrived at the airport we were overwhelmed by how the River of Life Church of 

the Nazarene family welcomed us, with a banner “Welcome to Winnipeg” and “No Turning Back.”  We felt the 

warmth and love from them.  We may leave our family in the Philippines yet God gave us new ones as we start our 

journey in Canada. 

 

During our first month, our thoughts were wavering, there was excitement yet we were apprehensive on how to 

start my ministry, how to establish my vision and mission here in Canada as a church planter.  But we are blessed to be 

surrounded with people especially Rev. Alfredo and Lourdes Velasco, and church members who were very supportive 

and encouraging. I can't even mention their names, but they are a great help to us. 

 

In March, as the very unprecedented pandemic which caused lockdown in Winnipeg our work visa was about 

to expire in April as well.  We applied for another visa however, it got denied yet it didn’t stop us to re-apply.  This 

time was a tough moment for us as a family-I wouldn’t be able to work, my wife didn’t find a job (she found a job  

after 8 months), we missed out our family back home and we weren’t allowed to see people outside our bubble.  

Doubts and fear slowly crippled us.  A lot of what if’s in our conversation, “what if we stayed in the Philippines’ and 

didn’t move to Canada?” “What if we didn’t let go of our stable jobs and our comfort?” “What if we book a plane   

ticket back to the Philippines?” 

 

Yet during these times, God’s provision and grace covered us and took away all our uncertainties and uneasiness     

inside our hearts. We hold on to God’s plan and purpose to us and that he brought us here with a promise and ministry 

to do. In spite of the pandemic we have experienced we pursue the mission that God had given us, He help, guide us, 

and provide everything in us, and he give me wisdom on how to pursue the mission and how to use the strategies of      

              planting a church in Canada, from Filipino context to Canadian context . He gave me a group of people with 
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the same passion, desire, to reach people in Christ. I made plans for the core group, sit down with the leaders and we 

set some plans in our ministries. But then, all of us must recognize the greater plan of God according to His word. We 

really felt the presence of the Holy Spirit continuously moving in the lives of the Core Group members, and of the 

newly converted, last October 11, 2020, despite of the pandemic the core group rented a hall for the grand fellowship. 

It was indeed a successful worship service to the Lord. Glory to God!  We continued every Saturday Bible study to     

strengthening the faith and relationship of each other through zoom. And Now, we are doing our FB live-stream    

Worship Service every Sunday afternoon at 5:00 p.m. To God be the Glory! 

 

Thank You, Canada West District for your Support and Prayer. Thank you River of Life Church (South) and my new 

church River of Life Church of the Nazarene Winnipeg North and praying for the organization of this mission Church..  

 

 “The Lord is everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his             

understanding on one can fathom.  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths 

grow tired and weary and young and young men stumble and fall. But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:28-31) 

 

- Rev. Jun Ganancial 

Here are some resources for you to share with your church 

family: 
 

https://nazarene.org/alabaster 

Videos:  

 

Handouts: 

• Bulletin Insert 

• Flyer 

 

 

February 28 - March 6, 2021 

 

     Guatemala   2:20 minutes Purpose/Outcome  1:07 minutes   South Africa 4:48 minutes 

Thank you for encouraging your church family to give to Alabaster. When you do, you 

are helping share how far the reach of the Church of the Nazarene is.  

25th Anniversary of the Nazarene Global Week of Prayer 

New materials will be posted on the Global web site within the next couple of weeks. Please share 

with your church family so, together, we can go to the Lord in prayer for our nation, our world, and 

our missionaries and pastors. 
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NCM Canada gives $12,000 in support of An-

ti-Human Trafficking in Canada 
 

• $6000 to U-R Home in Ontario 

• $3000 to Next Step Ministries in Calgary, AB 

• $3000 to Y-U Turn Home in Central Alberta 

 
 

U-R Home in Central Ontario 

 

U-R Home supports survivors of Human Trafficking and raises awareness and educates students, 

parents and communities about the prevalence and perils of Human Trafficking. 

 

A representative from U-R Home upon acknowledging the gift wrote,  

 

"The pandemic has certainly not slowed trafficking & exploitation of young girls & women in our communities. U-R 

Home has received more Survivor Friends (clients) who need assistance during the last number of months.  

 

Your funds will provide food stability (gift cards), assistance with rent for stable housing, paying for trauma counseling 

(many of our Survivor Friends exit with complex PTSD), obtaining documents & applying for Temporary Resident 

Permit, provide U-R Home Care Bags (filled with toiletries, clothing, winter coat, hat/mitts, blanket, towel set, journal - 

cost $300.) - given for free with no strings attached, furniture for a first time apt home, clothing for new jobs, bus passes, 

gift cards for gas & transportation (taking a young baby to many medical appointments)."  

 

One Survivor Friend said this comment upon receiving a U-R Home Care Bag  

 

“Receiving a care bag enabled me to feel as though I Was personally thought 

of.  It was nice to get hygiene products so I could feel like a woman. A care 

bag was something given to me without a need for anything in return.  I have 

not been given something without the need for reciprocating in a while. Very 

Grateful, K” 

 

"U-R Home could not do the work God has called us to do with our        

community partners, our Survivor Friends without the generosity of           

individuals like yourselves. Thank You!"   

 

 

Next-Step Ministries in Calgary  

 

NCM Canada also sent Anti-Human Trafficking funds to Next Step Ministries in Calgary. The Director wrote....  

  

It was very interesting in that this last week we had a new participant come in that had absolutely nothing. So we use part 

of the money for her to be able to get a few clothes, some groceries, winter jacket, toque, boot, gloves and a bus pass to 

get to appointments. I wish you could have seen her face when she was able to sit down have a meal, grocery shopping 

and then get a winter jack. It was amazing.  

The rest of the money is going to be used to get household items such as coffee, sugar, flour, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent over the next months. As you can imagine coffee and sugar are very important to the women. 

The cheque was such a blessing!"  
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YU-Turn Home in Central Alberta  

As well as supporting survivors of Human Trafficking, NCM Canada is vitally interested in supporting like minded 

agencies who help prevent youth from ending up on the streets. Such a ministry is the YU-Turn Home a skill devel-

opment program for young people ages 16-22 who are in need of, and desire support to become holistically healthy, 

fully dependent, community contributors. The program works with at-risk and vulnerable youth in Central Alberta.  

Penny Ure, is the Housing Director.  She wrote...   

Our house mentor Sarah works on a reservation where some of Canada’s most at risk, vulnerable youth live. She re-
lated that a recent housing applicant had shared with Sarah that she has an agent, who has been filming her for a mov-

ie. The agent told her that she has something to offer that other girls don’t have. The movie’s vulnerable content re-
veals the nature of what her agent is looking for. Tragically, this young woman is being drawn into a complex  industry 

that marginalizes and manipulates women for the sake of profit. This young lady does not have any resources and is 

just finishing her high school. 

 We will be helping her to clarify and accomplish her goals, teaching her about safety, supporting her in learning life 

skills and most of all loving her unconditionally. We are so thankful for the support to rescue those who could other-

wise be forced or coerced into inappropriate and unfathomable acts.  

Our female housing program has 3 young ladies and 2 female house mentors. The funding will be used to help with 
monthly support as well as mental health and wellness for them. Our youth arrive with so much trauma to process. In 

order for the youth to start moving forward and feel worth they need an opportunity to replace the lies they have 

heard and told themselves with the truth that Jesus’ love promises."  

Thank you again for the support and we appreciate the collaboration with NCMC! 

Rev. Elaine J. Bumstead             

Executive Director                        

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada                   

3657 Ponytail Drive, Mississauga, ON | L4X 1W5 

Phone:  1-888-808-7490                     

Home Office: 519-538-7606            

Skype:  elaine.j.bumstead           

Email:   elaine.ncmc@gmail.com 

District NMI Adult Fund Raiser Project 
We are supporting our local Nazarene Compassionate Ministry Center,     
Rising Above, located in Grande Prairie Alberta!  Mel Siggelkow is the        
director of this beautiful place, making a difference in the lives of many men 
and women in the GP area.  We blew the socks off the children's project, 
The Shoe That Grows earlier in the year.   

 

May the challenge be put out to you all to do the same for raising awareness and funds for this 
NCM in the northwest part of our province?  Our goal is to raise $4000.00 to go towards       
technical upgrades that are needed in supplying work experience and training for the peoples 
who are being ministered to at Rising Above.  Let us know what creative ideas you come up with! 
  

-Blessings, from your District NMI Council! 
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A Christmas Blessing 
This Christmas, Lacombe Church of  
the Nazarene “adopted” our guy’s      
YU-Turn home in Lacombe.   
 
At YU-Turn, 4 young men, work      
together with the help of  house     
mentors and a youth worker to achieve 
life skills in a safe environment. These 
young men have had a lot to deal with 

as they struggle with mental health, trauma and rejection.  
 
We are just so thankful that Lacombe Church of  the Nazarene considered a 
local mission for giving this year. Together, these guys like a family they sat 
and opened the provided gifts, with much joy (some of  our guys do not have 
family connections).  
 

I pray that in the years ahead one of  these guys 
have a testimony about how the Church of  the 
Nazarene loved them and brought hope at a 
time when they needed it most. So thank you 
Woodland Church of  the Nazarene, NMI   
President Annette Roy and all the other 
churches that served locally this Christmas. 
  

Penny Ure 
Yu-Turn Housing Director  
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