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Church - Look up, and Live !

Jesus said, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life”. 

He was referring back to a strange Old Testament 
story told in Numbers 21:4-9 where the people of 
Israel mumbled and complained and regretted that 
they had ever left Egypt. Because they complained so  
much and lost faith in their leader Moses and in God who led them to this place, God saw 
fit to punish them by sending deadly, fiery serpents among them. The snakes bit them and 
they died. The Israelites were terrified  and horrified by the plaque of snakes and the 
suffering and death that they caused...so much so that they repented of their complaining.  
Then God told Moses to make a bronze serpent and lift it high upon a pole where everyone 
could see it.  The snakes were everywhere and many people were being bitten, but If they 
looked up and believed, they were healed.

It was not the bronze serpent that healed the people, it was their belief that the God who 
had led them this far was still with them even in these dire circumstances and that God 
remained in control - that He loved them and that in the midst of this awful situation, 
healing and wholeness was found in God alone.  God alone was their salvation!

The Israelites did not know the fuller meaning that Jesus would bring to this event.   Jesus 
quoted this Old Testament story to illustrate how He would suffer and die on a cross and 
how He would be lifted up on a hill for all to see and then later He would ascend to the right 
hand of God. The reference is both to His crucifixion and to his later glorification. Jesus 
said, "...so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have 
eternal life" 
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As I reflect on these scriptures in the midst of this pandemic, I too am prompted to look 
up...beyond the horrible and horrendous infections, suffering, death and devastation of this 
pandemic, to Jesus. In Him alone I find hope and life in the midst of it all!  He alone is our 
salvation!

This virus is like these poisonous snakes. The pandemic has affected everyone. The 
economic and social disruption caused by the pandemic is devastating.   The impact is 
global and it is local. We are so weary of hearing of the increasing numbers of infections, 
the increasing hospitalizations, the number of ICU beds being filled with COVID-19 
patients, the number of deaths, and of people dying alone.  We reel at the exposure of the 
many inequities and deficiencies which have been laid bare by this pandemic for all to see 
- Racism, domestic violence, lack of proper care for our elderly, mental health issues, 
substance abuse, and the issues of native groups and of the poor and marginalized which 
make them particularly vulnerable to the virus and its devastating impacts. The negativity 
of it all threatens to envelop us and overwhelm us.

There are dire warnings of a food crisis for multiple millions of people. There are 
businesses failing, bankruptcies, shortages, and stock market uncertainty.   We are not 
alone in feeling the impact of this pandemic.  People worldwide are affected but it is worse 
for the poorest and the marginalized among us. We are told that before the end of this 
year there will be an additional 135 million people who will slide into extreme poverty.  

When all around us is chaos, suffering and disarray, we ask "Where is the hope?"   These 
Scriptures prompt us to look up! ....to look up beyond circumstances to the One who is 
with us and loves us in the midst of whatever we find ourselves in - infection, job loss, sick 
loved ones, economic and political instability, suffering, death and dying. Our hope is in 
Christ alone!   He alone is our Saviour.   In Him we have life. We have eternal life.   Eternal 
life is both now and forever.   The eternal life promised by Jesus is shalom -   peace in all 
circumstances....peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace with others, and peace no 
matter what befalls us.  

For the Israelites, lifting the serpent up on the pole in obedience to God's instructions did 
not eliminate the snakes. By looking up, their understanding was opened to the knowledge 
that God loves, that God is in control, and that God brings hope and life in all 
circumstances. The Israelites were not only able to survive, but also to thrive in the midst 
of a dire situation. What a lesson for us during this pandemic!   Church - Look up and 
Live!
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In this edition of Nazarene News, we will share with you some stories and 
testimonies of how the Church is thriving even during a pandemic...how the Church 
is looking to God and finding ways to minister and live out the good news of the 
gospel amid dire circumstances, bringing hope and life to the nations!

Pray for our NCM Canada Team

Rev. Ian Fitzpatrick (Pat)

National Director

Rev. Elaine Bumstead (Dennis)

Executive Director

Rev Alan Cristales

International Field Operator


Yara Cristales

Administrative Assistant

Dell Marie Wergeland (Victor)

Compassionate Resource Warehouse

Rev. John Watton (Laurie) Marg Stahlbaum (Vince)

Milon Patwary (his family) Rev. Dennis Hubert (Teresa)
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BRINGING HOPE AND LIFE THROUGH NCM CANADA GIFT CATALOGUE ITEMS

Bicycles Help Plant Churches in Bangladesh

In April 2020, 120 pastors in Bangladesh received 
bicycles. These bicycles had been purchased by 
Canadian Nazarenes through the NCM Canada Gift 
Catalogue. The gift of bicycles was very timely. COVID 
infections were rising and all local transportation has 
ceased due to government lockdown. All pastors in 
Bangladesh pastor 4-5 churches. The bicycles enabled 
them to continue to visit and care for their congregations 
even though church buildings were closed.

One pastor commented “It says in Isaiah 41, ‘Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be 
discouraged for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you…’ God is with us in 
every situation. We were able to continue our ministry. When our people cannot come to 
church, we can go to them”. NCM Canada learned that 3 new churches were planted in 
these areas during the worst days of the pandemic – because you gave bicycles! 
                                  Thank you for giving to pastor support!

"The Church is Becoming Known as a Church of Compassion" 
(funding container shipments)

This quote came from our Nazarene church leaders on 
the ground in Mozambique when a container of dried 
food packages were distributed by local Nazarene 
churches to hungry families in their communities during 
lockdown.   The container was shipped by 
Compassionate Resource Warehouse in partnership 
with NCM Canada and arrived in Mozambique just as 
the pandemic was gaining momentum.   The food 
packages came at just the right time and were a special 

blessing to pastors, congregations, and communities.
The community people were heard saying, "The Church is not just inside the buildings.  
The church is in the community where Jesus would be". Pastors said, "The Lord is using 
stuff as a vehicle to show love and compassion, opening doors for the good news of the 
Gospel."  
                                Thank you for funding container shipments!
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Goats bring food and encouragement in Malawi
In April, Child Development Centre (CDC) teachers in Malawi 
received training   in holistic child development funded by NCM 
Canada. Each trainee also received a pair of goats. The goats are 
a great encouragement to these teachers of Nazarene Child 
Development Centres, all of whom are pastors or church lay 
leaders of the local Nazarene Churches.   These leaders are often 
made fun of by their communities because they volunteer a good 
portion of their day to teach and help the community children, 
leaving much less time for them to earn a living. 
The goats are especially valuable during the months of pandemic 
when food supply chains are disrupted and travel to markets is 
restricted. The goats have young ones and the female goats 
provide milk while others provide meat or are sold for income. 
When the goats have offspring, one kid goat is returned to the project so that other CDC 
teachers can benefit.  It is a gift that keeps on giving!  

Thank you for purchasing goats!

Wells save lives and bring new life and hope in Kenya and Bangladesh
Over the past year, your gifts of funding for wells meant 
that 1773 households in Kenya were able to have clean 
drinking water. All of these households also received 
training in sanitation and hygiene. Peres, a mother of 3 
children is excited about the improved health of her 
family. She said “I found the frequent trips to the health 
clinic for diarrhea or typhoid very expensive and time 
consuming. Since the installation of the well, I no longer 
incur these medical expenses. We now have money for 
a proper toilet and we have all learned to practice hand 
washing”.  

During the pandemic, careful hand washing helps to protect these families from 
contracting COVID-19. 

Three wells were also installed in Bangladesh benefiting over 1300 families. The District 
Superintendent of Bangladesh North District reported, "This Tube-Well project was 
implemented with proper health measures in this pandemic.
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Our CDC children along with community people will get safe 
water now. This will decrease the rate of water borne 
diseases”. People in the tea-estate areas expressed their 
gratitude saying, “We used to travel mile to get safe drinking 
water. Now we have it a few feet away”  The wells were 
installed on church property and are being maintained by a 
local church committee.   Because of the wells these local 
churches have increased credibility in the community.  Three 
prayer meetings have been started for seekers and new 
believers.

Thank you to all who have contributed by purchasing wells!

BRINGING HOPE AND LIFE THROUGH CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

Betbunia Church and Child Development Centre - 
Bangladesh

In early March, I visited a church building project at 
Betbunia in a low-lying coastal area close to the Bay of 
Bengal in Bangladesh. The building site was near the 
road and surrounded by shrimp ponds and rice 
paddies.    I met the contractor who typically works on 
building construction for World Vision in Bangladesh.  
He is building this church / CDC on his days off. 

I met the pastor of the local Nazarene Church there. 
There are 30+ families who attend his church. The existing church building was a crude 
structure of bamboo with a thatched (rice straw) roof. There was a child development 
centre (CDC) operating but not every day as the bamboo structure does not lend itself to 
using in poor weather.   Once the building is complete, there 
are plans for a full time CDC for the children.

There a lots of needs in this area.  The area was hard hit by a 
cyclone last November and many families lost everything.  
NCM responded with relief for the most needy families.   I 
asked if the (two storey) building would be cyclone proof and 
was assured that it would be.   Also that it would serve as a 
safe shelter for the people during a cyclone.
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I was able to speak to the women about 
the child development centre (CDC)   and 
what hopes these women had for its 
impact on their children / families.  One 
lady said “My dream is that my son 
becomes a pastor”. 

The building construction was completed 
during lock-down over the spring and 

summer months and a dedication and celebration were held in early October.  The District 
Superintendent and the local pastor thanked NCM Canada and the donor family for 
providing this new building.   It is a huge encouragement to these church leaders and to 
the local church families – a place of hope and new life for the surrounding communities! 

Zukuma Church and Child Development Centre and a House for a Teacher
In Malawi, construction of a church /chapel / multipurpose building and a teacher’s house 
at the Zukuma Nazarene School in Northern Malawi is almost complete.  The construction 
has taken place over the summer and fall months with the local communities very much 
engaged. Community members have contributed bricks needed to construct the buildings, 
in addition to physical labour and provision of community meals for workers for the 
duration of the project.  This is a real collaborative effort, with the community, the Zukuma 
church, the school committee, the Village Development committee, the Ministry of 
Education, local Chiefs, and NCM Malawi working hand-in-hand to bring this work to 
fruition.  All of the glory belongs to God!  

The new church building will provide a gathering place for the church, chapel services for 
the school, a child development centre and it will serve as a gathering point for further 
ministry and development in the community. 
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“We are so thankful.  We did not know that this will be possible. Work is being done 
well and there is good progress. Since I started working in this position, I have never 
seen such commitment in togetherness than what is happening now. This is all 
possible because of help from Canada and NCM.  Thank you.” 

- Moses Chunda, Chairman of the Village Development Committee of Zukuma

Currently about 400 children attend the school.  It is the only school for many miles. 
There are only 5 teachers for 8 grades. Many teachers rotate and assume more classes 
than usual to accommodate for the lack of teachers and because they are deeply 
committed to their work.  The government of Malawi is committed to sending teachers to 
Zukuma if appropriate housing is provided.  

“My team and I are so thankful because of this work. This is happening because of the 
good relationship with the Church in Canada and the Community here. Together, along 
with the Chiefs, we are working with one heart as evidenced by the progress of the 
work.” 

- Mcloude Kumwenda, School Committee Chair

Community members have contributed bricks needed to construct the buildings, in 
addition to physical labour and provision of community meals for workers for the duration 
of the project.  This is a real collaborative effort, with the community, the school 
committee, the Village Development committee, the Ministry of Education, local Chiefs, 
Nazarene leaders and NCM Malawi working hand-in-hand to bring this work to fruition.  All 
of the glory belongs to God!  

Thank you to all those who gave to support this project, bringing hope and life to 
this remote community in Malawi!
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Renovations for 2 Nazarene Schools In Jordan

A report from the NCM Coordinator Eurasia Region - “This project 
was a huge success and, with only a few exceptions, was 
completed in full and on time before the schools opened for the 
new term in September.

The schools required significant improvements to the toilet 
facilities, selected classrooms, staff rooms, computer labs, 
playgrounds, windows and doors etc. These buildings exist to 
serve low-income families in the vicinities of the churches. In total 
315 children per year are enrolled in these schools - a 
combination of Jordanian, Syrian, Iraqi and other children. This is 
a non-profit effort to support families in need.

The Ministry of Education has previously raised concerns with the  Nazarene schools in 
terms of bathroom facilities, and student safety issues. Representatives from the MoE 
came to evaluate the school and they gave full marks to Zarqa school. They expressed 
their amazement at the ability of the school to make improvements during this time of 
COVID. They also praised the school for their hygiene/sanitation management through 
placement of hand washing and hand sanitizing points throughout the school.”

School Principal: “Now the school has become safer and I no longer worry about the 
students' safety when they are in places like the school yard and the computer room.”

A teacher (has worked at the school for 8 years): “We needed 
this change a long time ago.”

A 3rd grade student (male): “The school looks like new.”

Thank you for giving for refugee relief 
and for vulnerable children
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BRINGING LIFE AND HOPE THROUGH NCM INTERNATIONAL 
(NCM Canada supports many of the NCM International initiatives)

Adapting in the Midst of Crisis

From the first days of the COVID-19 pandemic, Nazarene 
churches saw the needs of their communities and were 
moved to act in the compassion of Christ. 

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries is partnering with the 
ministries caring for those who are vulnerable, frightened, 
and hurting. For those living in poverty, food distributions 
and proper education and prevention measures are the 
difference between life and death. These are just a few of 
the many ways our churches are adapting in the midst of 
crisis through love instead of fear, in hope instead of despair.

Child Sponsorship

Globally, 257 Nazarene child development centers (CDCs) in 38 countries are a key part 
of Nazarene Compassionate Ministries’ programs. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
centers have closed to help mitigate the spread of the virus. Though they aren’t able to 
meet in person, they are still compassionately meeting the needs of children by providing 
food, educational support, hygiene resources, and more.

In Sri Lanka during the island wide curfew and lockdown, CDC staff adapted to the crisis 
by distributing several rounds of dry food packs including soap and masks to over 2,500 
families. Many families were barely surviving eating their home-grown vegetables. “All I 
want is for God to bless you for helping my family and the other poor families in the village, 
especially when no one thought of us”, said one father with a smile and his arms full of 
food. Additionally, pastors prayed with families and offered encouragement. To meet 
educational needs during this time, study packs were created and distributed to children 
encouraging them to keep up with their studies while at home. 
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Responding through Established Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Channels 

In Haiti, water and well guard committees established through the Haiti Water Project in 
the community of Orangers responded to COVID-19 through prevention measures. Their 
strategy was to target key gathering places such as churches, schools, orphanages, and 
community clinics to circulate key information and supplies. The committees worked 
together to distribute masks, soap, buckets with taps, and powder chlorine to 100 different 
institutions. Short trainings were also given during distribution benefiting around 25,000 
people. 

Support for Pastors
With churches unable to meet in person across regions, 
pastoral families struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic 
shutdowns and closures. They, along with many others, lost 
income and had trouble purchasing food and supplies. Many 
bi-vocational pastors lost multiple sources of income during 
this time. In places where restrictions continue to be severe 
and where churches remain closed, pastors have received 
support through food baskets and cash distribution. 

In Malawi, hundreds of pastors were trained through a prevention and awareness 
campaign, and were encouraged to develop strategies for their churches to combat 
misinformation, stigma, and fear of the coronavirus. Additionally, pastors received food 
relief packs that included basic necessities such as rice, cooking oil, salt and soap.
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BRINGING LIFE AND HOPE THROUGH OUR MEMBERSHIP IN 
CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK

Food, hope and life for families in Lebanon
Because of the generous donations of Canadian Nazarenes, 
NCM Canada was able to support a Canadian Baptist 
Ministries food assistance project in Lebanon for 766 Syrian 
refugee families.  72 percent of refugee  households in this 
particular area of Lebanon fall below the Survival Minimum 
(food) Basket of $2.90 USD per day. 88.9 percent live below 
the poverty line for this context.  Limited economic 

opportunities, especially during the colder months of the year, makes it very difficult for 
these families to find work and to access food.  High inflation rates, high consumer prices, 
and political and economic instability in Lebanon were aggravated by the recent port 
explosion. Add to this the impact of the COVID-19 and lockdowns limiting movement and 
disrupting food supply chains. Always, the poorest and the marginalized are most 
negatively impacted.

Thank you for giving for Lebanon relief…
your donations are saving lives and bringing hope to these families.

Food, Hope, and Life for Families in Creative Access Area (Africa)

The people in this creative access area of West Africa have 
experienced extreme hardship and food insecurity because of 
famine, then flooding, and now COVID-19.  Most of the crops failed 
and when the government imposed lockdown, the situation became 
desperate. This food assistance project targeted 238 households 
(about 1500 people) who were the most needy and marginalized in 
these communities.  It is a very challenging context in which to work.  
Persecution of Christians is frequent and severe. Our church leaders 
were able to partner with a registered NGO to carry out the 
distributions.  Verification of receipt of the assistance was by phone 
interviews.  

Your donations to NCM Canada designated “Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank” have enable the church to respond and to save lives and bring 
hope in this very challenging context.

Thank you for your gifts!
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CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK NAMED ONE OF CANADA’S 
TOP IMPACT CHARITIES FOR THIRD YEAR

 

Annual list by Charity Intelligence examines return on 
investment for each dollar donated
 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank is pleased to announce its 
inclusion as a Top 10 Impact Charity by Charity Intelligence 
Canada for 2020.
 

“This repeated public affirmation of our work, and the work of 
our members and partners, is truly welcome and celebrated,” 
says Foodgrains Bank executive director Andy Harrington. 
“We realize that people who support the Foodgrains Bank 
place a great deal of trust in us when they make a donation. 

Unlike a local charity, it’s difficult for everyday Canadians to see the impact of our work 
firsthand, so this affirmation from Charity Intelligence is particularly meaningful.”
 

Charity Intelligence is a third-party independent organization that examines different 
Canadian charities annually and assigns ratings based on donor reporting, financial 
transparency, funding need, cents to the cause, and demonstrated impact. The Top 10 
Impact Charity list is a subset of the larger list, and examines only one thing: for every 
dollar donated, what is the impact?
 

“We realize that we are only able to achieve this level of impact and accountability thanks 
to the relationships we as the Foodgrains Bank and its members have with churches, 
individuals, local partners and government, in Canada and around the world,” says 
Harrington. “I’m deeply grateful for the way we’re able to work together for a world where 
no one goes to bed hungry.”
 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a partnership of 15 churches and church agencies working 
together to end hunger. In the 2019-20 budget year, the Foodgrains Bank provided over 
$42 million of assistance for over 866,000 people in 34 countries. Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank programs are undertaken with support from the Government of Canada provided 
through Global Affairs Canada. Assistance from the Foodgrains Bank is provided through 
its member agencies, which work with local partners in the developing world.
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Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a partnership of the following churches and church agencies: 
ADRA Canada, Canadian Baptist Ministries, Canadian Lutheran World Relief, Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, Development and Peace—Caritas Canada, Emergency Relief and 
Development Overseas, Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada, Mennonite Central 
Committee Canada, Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada, Tearfund Canada, The 
Salvation Army, Presbyterian World Service.

DECEMBER IS COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES MONTH

NCM Gift Catalogue    

This year's NCM Canada Gift Catalogue is online and every option in the Gift 
Catalogue is available on our website to view and to give a donation.

See www.ncmcanada.ca

You can purchase
• livestock - cows, goats, poultry
• wells
• support for livelihoods - seeds and tools and
  training in conservation agriculture, sewing

machines, training in how to start a small
business,

• seeds, gardening tools, and fruit trees
• uniforms, books, schools supplies for children in

child development centres
• items for distribution in disaster response - water,

food, blankets
• support for Anti-Human Trafficking
• support for pastors - Bibles, books, bicycles
• support for food and food security projects

through Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
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If your church requires printed catalogues, NCM Canada has elected to use the same Gift 
Catalogue as was distributed in 2019. Please check your churches for copies and let Yara 
Cristales know if you need additional copies mailed to your church. Call 1-905-602-8220 or 
email ycristales@nazarene.ca 

Thank you for your purchases of gifts for needy people in communities where our 
Nazarene churches are located around the world. You are giving a gift that keeps on 
giving! You are blessing many!

For short videos to use to promote livestock, wells, conservation agriculture, support for 
children's ministries, etc in online or in-person church gatherings, see the Resources page 
on our website   www.ncmcanada.ca 

You can also mail a cheque to NCM Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive, Mississauga, ON 
L4X 1W5 Or call the National Office at 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 (credit cards 
accepted)

DECEMBER NCM GIVING CALENDAR 
(email attachment or visit www.ncmcanada.ca to download)

NCM Canada is providing an interactive giving calendar to help raise awareness of the 
needs of people in our world less fortunate than ourselves. Each day of December you 
learn a fact which causes you to reflect and prompts you to give a small amount towards 
ministries of compassion that meet the needs described.  

At the end of the month you can tally up your giving and go online and make the donation 
or send a cheque to NCM Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive, Mississauga, ON  L4X 1W5
Or call the National Office at 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 (credit cards accepted)
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INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING GIVING DURING THE CHRISTMAS BREAK

THE NATIONAL OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS AS OF 
DECEMBER 18 - JANUARY 3, 2020

If you do online banking, you can make a donation to NCM Canada by e-Transfer.

SEND TO:  churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com 
(NCM Canada is a ministry of the Church of the Nazarene Canada. This is the email for 
Church of the Nazarene Canada  The office is the same for NCM Canada).
 

Do not request a password (required response to a question of your choice) unless you 
also provide the password to the Church of the Nazarene Canada in a separate email 
to  churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com. You can do an e-transfer without this added 
requirement.
 

Please make sure you indicate "NCM Canada" in the e-Transfer "comments" box  and 
indicate what is the designation of your gift  or you can indicate "where needed most" 
If you wish a charitable receipt, please also include your full mailing address in the 
comments box.

GIFT CARDS
If you would like to download a gift card for a loved one, please visit www.ncmcanada.ca to 
download and print. 

MAILED CHEQUES
Be assured that the mail will be picked up during the closure. Just a friendly reminder that 
the cheque needs to be dated no later than December 31st and the envelope must also be 
stamped by the post office by December 31st for the 2020 Tax receipts.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM ALL OF US 
AT NCM CANADA! 

LOOK UP AND LIVE!
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