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NAZARENE NEWS 
GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord: 

All across our country we find ourselves under some 
kind of restrictive prescription regarding COVID - 19. In 
order to try and control widespread contamination the 
most recent developments call for “lockdown” or some 
manifestation of it. This immediately causes us to do the 
math and realize quickly that Christmas (actually 
Advent) will be affected. It would be more accurate to 
say that our Advent and Christmas activities will be 
affected, in that nothing can change the realities of those 
two aforementioned seasons…absolutely nothing! 
Nothing changes the reality that God became flesh and 
dwells among us, COVID or not. 
We have decided that our household will hang more lights, play more carols, and if 
we had bells, we would ring them louder. If ever there was a time to shine brighter, 
it is now. A few years ago Pat and I attended District Assemblies in the Middle 
East. I will not soon forget standing on the balcony of our hotel room just as the 
sun was going down. From a nearby minaret, the fourth of five calls to prayer 
echoed across the city. I also remember hearing other messages from loudspeakers 
reminding Jews that the Sabbath was about to begin. Then into the mix came 
another sound, the sound of church bells ringing. I began to think about the 
significance of these “calls” and my mind raced to the value of church bells 
ringing. They were used to call people to communal worship and prayer, they were 
used on special occasions such as weddings and funerals.  In Britain, church bells 
have largely fallen silent since the COVID epidemic does not allow for bell ringers 
to do their job. You see a bell ringing is much more than steel designs swinging in 
a belfry, they are the very essence of victory. Now for the believer, victory happens 
in the midst of the crisis. We do not need to wait until the crisis is over in order to 
declare victory. Don’t misunderstand me, I’m not talking about victory “over” 
COVID, I’m talking about victory “under” it.  Go ahead, hang those lights, go 
ahead play those carols, and go ahead ring those bells because they are calling us 
to trust, they are calling us to hope, they are calling us to radical optimism that in 
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spite of present circumstances, God is with us and He will never leave us alone. 
Never forget that your experience with Jesus this Christmas is not dependent upon 
how many gifts you buy or receive, it is not dependent upon whether or not we can 
get to Christmas Eve service, and not dependent upon whether or not we will even 
be able to share Christmas Dinner with family members outside our households.  
As much as we have become very accustomed to these practices and as much as 
we love them, it’s all about celebrating the coming of Jesus and indeed, the 
birthday of a King.  

Pat and I wish you all a very blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Blessings upon you and thanks to God for you. 
Ian Fitzpatrick 

MY PRAYER FOR YOU  
“May you experience PEACE in the midst of trial, JOY in the midst of sadness, 

COURAGE when you face the “impossible”, CONFIDENCE when others would seek 
to strip you bare, REFLECTION in looking back, EXCITEMENT in looking forward, 

LONG SUFFERING when your patience is exhausted, and LOVE FOR ALL  
- AMEN” 
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William Harold Neidlinger wrote these words in 1900:


In the little village of Bethlehem, There lay a Child one day,

And the sky was bright with a holy light o’er the place where Jesus lay.


Alleluia ! O how the angels sang, Alleluia How it rang

And the sky was bright with a holy light, 


Twas the birthday of a King.


‘Twas a humble birthplace but O how much God gave to us that day,

From the manger bed what a path He led , what a perfect, holy way.


Alleluia! O how the angels sang, Alleluia! How it rang,

And the sky was bright with a holy light,


‘Twas the birthday of a King”

Click here to watch Sunday Messages 
with Rev. Ian Fitzpatrick.

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING GIVING DURING THE CHRISTMAS BREAK 

THE NATIONAL OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS AS OF  
DECEMBER 18, 2020 - JANUARY 3, 2021  

If you do online banking, you can send your Remittance Form Funds by e-Transfer.  

SEND TO: churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com 
Do not request a password (required response to a question of your choice) unless you also provide the 

password to the Church of the Nazarene Canada in a separate email 
to churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com.  You can do an e-transfer without this added requirement.  

Please make sure you indicate your Church name and fund designation in the "comments" box. 

MAILED CHEQUES  
Be assured that the mail will be picked up during the closure. Just a friendly reminder that the cheque 

needs to be dated no later than December 31st and the envelope must also be stamped by the post office 
by December 31st for the 2020 Tax receipts. 

I WOULD ALSO ASK THAT YOU BE IN CONTINUAL PRAYER FOR 
OUR DISTRICT LEADERSHIP IN CANADA... 

D.S. Reverend Mark Collins (Ruth) - Canada Atlantic 
D.S. Reverend Steve Ottley (Pat) - Canada Central 

D.S. Reverend Rose Brower Young - (Brad) - Canada West 
D.S. Reverend Gordon McCann - (Linda) - Canada Pacific  

National Director & D.S. Reverend Ian Fitzpatrick (Pat) - Canada Quebec 

PRAY ALSO FOR 
Director of Stewardship Services: Dr. Riley Coulter (Karen) 

Ambrose President: Dr. Gordon Smith (Joella) 
N.C.M.C. Executive Director: Reverend Elaine Bumstead (Dennis) 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON 24 YEARS! 

Pastor Dennis Wong from the Markham Grace Church of the Nazarene located in 
Canada Central District celebrating their 24th year anniversary. 

Click HERE to watch the video

CONGRATULATIONS FREEDOM CENTRE! 
“It was over 20 years ago that the current Pastor of the Cambridge Preston Church of the 
Nazarene, Pastor Jennifer Turner, as a young mother of 4, living near the church, was 
looking for help for her children. She discovered that because she did not live in the 
catchment area of the local community centre, she would be put on a waiting list. 

To read the rest of the newsletter - click HERE

CANADA CENTRAL DISTRICT

https://youtu.be/rJWuHi_bBUM
https://files.constantcontact.com/0799ed62801/8cd7550f-c401-4d1e-9dbe-07caa8569843.pdf
mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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CANADA WEST DISTRICT 
For the past several months, we as a District have worked together on our N.M.I. 
Children's Project - "The Shoe that Grows". Our goal was to raise $3000.00 which 
would equal about 111 pairs of shoes. Many of you have participated in such 
creative ways. Some have had lemonade stands, sold brownie mixes, had pies 
thrown in your face, sewed and sold face-masks and the list goes on. The "Shoe that 
Grows", just keeps growing...our District Total for this project so far is $8744.80. 
This is outstanding! 

And if that wasn't enough good news, we have 
even more good news! We have decided to 
purchase the shoes from "The Shoe that Grows" 
and they will be shipped to Dell Marie at our 
Warehouse for Distribution. 
  

We have new information that you can get a giving 
receipt through your church. If you have questions 
please contact Rose Graham at the District Office.  

There is still time to give to the "Shoe That Grows" - you can do this through your 
Local Nazarene Church, or you can send a cheque or email transfer to the District 
Office at nazarene@telus.net.  

We want to thank you for your hard work, and dedication to this Mission Project. 
This has been such a "spark of light" for our District during this difficult season. 
Canada West District you are "World Changers" and "Difference Makers".  
So proud to be a part of this team, way to go!  

In His Service,  
Sheri Lynne Martin & Carolyn Herbert  
District Children's Ministry Director & District NMI President 

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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 DRIVE-THRU ALABASTER OFFERING 

It was a first and it was a record Alabaster 
Offering despite Covid-19. Vancouver BC First 
Church of the Nazarene had not met as a 
congregation since March 15. So the challenge 
was how the Fall Alabaster Offering was to be 
received. The answer according to newly 
elected local NMI President Rev. Uwizeze 
Clementine was a Drive-Thru Alabaster 
Offering in the church’s parking lot. 

So on Sunday September 27 afternoon people who were well marked drove 
through the parking lot and deposited their Alabaster boxes. This generous 
offering has already totalled $889 with more funds expected in the next couple 
of weeks with the second Alabaster offering to be received in February 2021. 

According to Pastor Lori Ward the theme of this year’s Alabaster Offering was: 
Alabaster is more than Buildings. It changes lives.  

Rev. Clementine recently immigrated to Canada from Kenya where she served 
as NMI District President for the Kenya Central District for three years 
2016-2018. 

NAZARENE MISSIONS 

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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December is Compassionate Ministries Month 

December NCM Giving Calendar

NCM Canada is providing an interactive giving calendar to help raise awareness of 
the needs of people in our world less fortunate than ourselves.  Each day of 
December you learn a fact which causes you to reflect and prompts you to give a 
small amount towards ministries of compassion that meet the needs described.  

Click here —> NCM Calendar to download your copy today. 

At the end of the month you can tally up 
your giving and go online and make the 
donation or send a cheque to NCM 
Canada , 3657 Ponyt ra i l Dr ive , 
Mississauga, ON  L4X 1W5 Or call the 
National Office at 1-888-808-7490 or 
905-602-8220 (credit cards accepted). 

Tides 

Take a look at the latest addition to the 
Tides series on the Church of the 
Nazarene YouTube account.  

Pastor Brad Silliker talks with Rev. Ian 
Fitzpatrick, Rev. Elaine Bumstead and 
Milon Patwary about the relationship 
between N.C.M. Canada, the church of 
the Nazarene Canada and the work 
overseas. 

Click Here to watch

https://c2b3d311-665d-430c-b229-b563740c6271.filesusr.com/ugd/12d89c_39f0d60ffa424d6ebf3a4bb5aa0fbd72.pdf
https://www.nazarene.ca/tides
mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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