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A Time for Civil Protest? 
If you know me, you know that I hesitate to write or give opinion about the government and 
its policies.   However, I count myself among the many looking through furrowed brows 
lately at the some of the actions of our government.  Specifically, our federal government’s 
work on a program that has been beneficial to students and organizations across our country 
and one which our own church has utilized for the past 12 or more years.  I am speaking of 
course about the Canada Summer Jobs grant made available by our government to 
organizations and businesses that wish to utilize public funds to help finance employment 
for post-secondary students each summer.  The CSJ grant has been a very helpful resource 
for organizations like ours as well as the communities that benefit from the work of students 
through the churches, camps and other programs.  This year, the federal government has 
added an “attestation” to the CSJ grant application process that requires that the applicant 
agree to, among other things, uphold human rights, including women’s reproductive rights 
(this is a general paraphrase check out articles on CCCC.org  for a full version of the 
attestation).  Basically, the government wants all businesses and organizations that would 
like to access CSJ funds to agree with them on human rights related issues, including their 
stance on abortion, in order to qualify for the grant.  And it is mainly to this last point, 
agreeing with the government’s ideological stance on abortion, that has faith groups crying 
foul.  Our church, amongst many others, has a very particular stance on abortion and 
concern about the devaluing of human life that exists within the concept of abortion.  The 
government’s insistence upon signing this attestation has Christian groups speaking of 
discrimination or even persecution of those who hold a particularly Christian world view.  I 
would like to cast some of my own thoughts on this contentious issue.  We, the Wainwright 
Church of the Nazarene, have not signed the required attestation and will likely not receive 
grant funds this year for hiring a summer student.  However, I would also like to propose a 
course of action for those concerned about the government’s actions in the case of the CSJ 
grant applications.  
Caution against viewing ourselves as oppressed or discriminated against 
As tempting as it may be for us to consider action like this as a personal attack by the 
government on particularly Christian organizations and businesses, we should be cautious 
with how we use terms like oppression or persecution.  Let’s be clear, persecution of the 
church exists and always has existed in very real circumstances.  Some statistics speak of the 
persecuted church involving more people today (in various types of persecution from 
imprisonment, discrimination and exclusion to even martyrdom) than throughout all of 
Christian history combined.  Our Christian brothers and sisters in parts of Asia, the Middle 
East and other parts of the world may disagree with us when we complain of persecution or 
government bias against Christians.  And as an aside, the church has always been most 
vibrant, most alive and most effective when it has found itself within the margins of society 
rather than in the mainstream.  We don’t wish for more marginalization, we pray for the 
persecuted church, but we understand that even marginalization isn’t the end of the world 
for the church. 

A Note From Pastor Ryan 

FEBRUARY - SEPTEMBER 2018 

Church Events 
 Feb 14  – Ash Wednesday 

Prayer Service 7:30 AM 

 Feb 24 – Men’s Breakfast 

 Mar 11 – Prayer Partner Coffee 

 Mar 29 – Maundy Thursday 
Communion 

 Mar 30 – Good Friday Tenebrae 
Service  

 Mar 31 –  Community Easter 
Egg Hunt  

 Apr 1 –  Easter Sunday 

 Apr 18 – Women’s Ministry - 
Celebrate 

 May 7 – Annual Meeting 

 May 14 – Spring Clean Up 

 May 27 – Koinonia 

 June 10 – Grad Sunday 

 June 21-23 District Assembly in 
Red Deer, AB 

 July 15-18 – VBS 

 Sept 9 – Fall Fest @ Browers 

 Sept 16 – Plan to Protect Mtg 

REACHING OUT TO, CARING FOR AND BUILDING UP PEOPLE 

http://CCCc.org


Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer dolor te  

diam wisi nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet. 

 

Hey Kids...Polar Blast 
VBS will be July 15-18 
Have a (snow)ball at 
VBS this summer! 

Sled into an ice way to spend the 
u l t ima te summer weekend.           
At Polar Blast kids chill with new 
friends and warm up to Jesus—
the coolest friend of all. 

His Spirit In Me 
Have you ever see a 7 year old collecting 
communion cups at the end of the service, or 

blowing out the candles at the front, or 

greeting? 

It is all because of a 'His 
Spirit in Me' program 
started last October. It lets 
children and youth have 
an opportunity to serve 
and be a deliberate part of 
their church family. It is a 
way to express that they 
are a follower of Jesus. 
How does a youth or child 
get this opportunity to do 
these jobs? They get an 
application form, fill it out 
and return it to Marian 
Priebe's box or to the 
office.      
Then an adult in charge of 
the department, i.e 
greeters, will be made 
aware of a job application  

and the connection goes 
from there. 
Encourage the children or 
youth of the church to 
apply for jobs.  
Watch for Jacob Dewling 
as a greeter, Caleb Wood 
taking a regular turn on 
the drums, and Sheri 
Valleau and Kassandra 
Booth on a rotation for 
singing.  
It is exciting to see how 
they want to be a part of 
some thing bigger than 
themselves.  
It must be 'His Spirit in 
Me' that is behind it all? 

Youth Legacy Conference 
Join with other youth in Calgary at Ambrose University for AWAKEN 
March 16-18 
Each day brings new opportunities, new moments of God at work in the world. But do we notice? What would happen if we all awaken to 

God's purposes for us and follow the Spirit's leading? How would we change? How would our world change? Let's find out together.  

Cost is $129- Please sign up ASAP 

New To Our Family 

Annual 

Meeting 

May 7th   

7 PM 

Join with your prayer partner  for a time 

to catch up over coffee and snacks 

 

March 11th  

Starting at 9:30 AM 

Church Yard Clean Up

Bring your gloves, rakes & 

pruning shears.

May 14th @ 6 PM 

WHO: All teens Grades 7-12

WHAT: Learning and growing in your faith! 

WHERE: Here at the church

WHEN:  6:30-8:30

WHY:  WHY NOT?!?

Check the website YOUTH page for details of EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 09

GYM NIGHT

MARCH 16-18

LEGACY @ AMBROSE

APRIL 13  

PROGRESSIVE SUPPER



Worship Ministry 
Preparing for Worship from Sheldon 
Frissell Worship Team Leader  

 How often do we crawl out of bed Sunday 

morning after an exhausting week, guzzle the coffee, put 

the rush on the family only to end up running from the 

parking lot to catch at least one worship song? Been 

there?  Ever wonder why in some services the worship 

music seems to be just a good sing-a-long but in other 

services you feel like you are worshipping to an audience 

of one, the King Himself? Maybe there is something to this 

“preparing oneself for worship” activity?   

 We often neglect quietness and solitude in our 

weekly mad rush.  Besides reading God’s word we need 

some solitude for reflection near quiet waters.  Allow 

some time for listening, pondering, preparation and 

worship .  I love the story of a farmer who went to work 

shifting hay.  While working in the hay barn, he realized 

that he lost his watch.  The farmer and his friends spent 

many hours searching for it, but finally gave up and went 

home.  Watching the proceedings was a little boy.  After 

everyone had left, he went into the barn, lay down and 

waited until there was complete silence.  It wasn’t long 

before the faint sound of a tick tock, tick tock could be 

heard.  The boy followed the sound and was able to 

retrieve the watch.  

 We may feel that we need our Sunday service to 

help prepare for the week ahead.  I agree! Another way of 

looking at it may be thinking backwards from Sunday.  

Create some quiet time each day as we move through the 

week in order to listen to God and prepare our hearts for 

worship. This helps to satisfy our greatest need-to 

encounter the living God and draw near to Him.  Ps. 73:28-

“But as for me, it is good to be near God.”  There are many 

ways we can do this: read the word, take a walk in the 

country, listen to a CD…….  Perhaps Sunday mornings will 

be different for us. 

March 25- Palm Sunday 

March 29 - Maunday Thursday Family 

 Communion -Sign up for your family time 

March 30 - Good Friday Tenebrae  Service  

 6 PM 

March 31 -  Community Outreach Easter 

 Egg  Hunt 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM 

April 1 - Sunrise Service  8 AM 

       - Easter Sunday Service 10:10 AM 

 

Join with your Church Family as we 

serve those in our community 

 

Saturday March 31st we will once again host our Annual 
Community Easter Egg Hunt.  Breakfast is served be-
ginning @ 10 AM and continues throughout the morn-
ing. Children are encouraged to visit each of the activity 
stations with their families. The event concludes with a 
massive Easter Egg Hunt! We always have an amazing 
response from our community. 

How Can Our Church Family Help? 

 provide guessing jars 

 volunteer to help run a station 

 make sugar cookies for decorating 

 help cook and serve breakfast 

 provide foil covered chocolate eggs for the hunt 



Small Groups 

*Monday Morning Ladies 9:30 AM in the home of Frances 

Ezinga and is led by Joy Dewling 

"To Live Is Christ" - The Life and Ministry of Paul. by Beth Moore. 
This study is a journey into the life of Paul the Apostle.  Along 
the way you will get to know the " Apostle to the Gentiles" in a 
new way. You will discover him to be a man who formed many 
close friendships with both men and women. He served 
faithfully and loved heartily. This study will challenge and 
encourage you as you gain a new appreciation of servanthood.  
 

*Thursday Morning Ladies 10 AM in fireside room here at 

church                                                                         

- a note form Sandy…                                            

Our Ladies Bible Study Thursday mornings is led by 

Barb Sjoquist – I am honored to come & grow.        

One Thousand Gifts …. What is that?  What do you 

see, experience every day and should give thanks.                      

Do you see the diamonds in the snow, a bird chirping out your 

window, a good cup of coffee, a smile given to you as you walk 

downtown, a forgotten toonie in your pocket, a door being held 

open for you?  Can we thank God for these everyday little 

happenings? YES …  yes we can!                                                      

Our little group was challenged to start a journal of 1000 gifts – 

write down what you see/experience each day and give thanks 

to God.  Thanksgivings starts from us, within us and it changes 

us.                                                                                                         

Give thanks to God in all things – so the challenge is out to YOU!                                        

Start your own 1000 Gifts Journal and give thanks!                   

Look up 

annvoskamp.com and 

check this out for 

yourself.  

*Tuesday Evening Small Group @ 7 PM starting Feb 13th a       

5 week study led by Ginger Bitzer 

Max Lucado’s Anxious for Nothing-Finding Calm in a 

Chaotic World. Watch for details on where this study will 

be held. You may purchase your own book/ study guide 

on Amazon. For more info or if you have questions 

please contact Ginger Bitzer  cgbitzer@gmail.com 

Camp Harmattan is situated along the beautiful Little Red Deer River. Just minutes away from Olds or     
Sundre, Camp Harmattan is the perfect peaceful getaway in central Alberta. 

Summer Camps 
There are summer camps for all ages, from Grade 1 
all the way through High School. Campers will have 
a blast exploring who God has created them to be, 
making new friends, and participating in exciting 
activities!  
Registration Opens February 27, 2018  

 

Grade 1-2 Camp - July 9-11 
Grade 3-4 Camp - July 11-14 
Grade 5-6 Camp - July 17-21 
Teen Camp - July 23-28 
 
Casual Camping                                           
Casual camping runs from May-October.          
Campsites are available for $35 per night. 
 
For more info check out Camp Harmattan website: 
campharmattan.com 

Family Camp   August 4-12, 2018                                                                                                
Registration for Family Camp 2018 opens on          
February 1, 2018 

Every August several hundred people come for 10 days 
of camping, worship, spiritual renewal, and hanging out 

with family. This event is  organized by The Church of 

the Nazarene and open to all interested.                                                      
What you can expect to enjoy:                       

*High quality preachers and teachers               

*Relaxed schedule to allow lots of family time 
*Light Programming for children and teens             

*Opportunities to volunteer and contribute                   

*Ice cream, snack shop, and café style meals in the  

 Coffee Cabin                                             

*Meals in the Dining Hall                                           

*And more!  

 

July 15-18, 2018 

Help Needed! 

Stay tuned for ways you can be part 

of this fun filled week! 



Join us for  Our 2nd Koinonia Event  

May 27th 
What does Koinonia mean??  Koinonia (koy-
nohn-eé-ah) is a transliterated form of 
the Greek word, κοινωνία, which means 
communion, joint  participation. It identifies the 
idealized state of   fellowship and unity that 
should exist within the Christian church, 
the Body of Christ.  
What is this event??  This is chance for all 
members of our church family, from infant to 
seniors, to spend time together. Join together for 
an outdoor service, meal, fun and games. Stay 
tuned for more details... 

Women's Ministry Event 

Celebrate 
tickets $5 

Wednesday, April 18th @ 7 PM 

June 10th 

Pastor Continued  

While the government may be treading on a very slippery slope 
with the types of policies and attempted enforcement of ideological 
agreement that we have mentioned, we cannot say that this is 
persecution.  We do well to remember that we live in a country 
where we are free to gather together for worship.  Canada is a 
place where we are constitutionally protected to be people of faith 
who practice our religion.  We gather together without fear of 
repercussion and practice our faith in an atmosphere of relative 
safety compared with many parts of our world.  At most, we live in 
a society that is increasingly sceptical of people of faith and of 
religion (particularly Christianity), but not openly hostile.  The 
safety and freedom to be Christian in Canada won’t be changing 
any time soon.  Let’s get over this notion that we are somehow 
hard done by as people of faith in Canada.  This will help us to get 
the heart of the issue at hand, and will allow us to also focus on 
supporting and praying for the church around the world that 
actually does face hardship and all sorts of trials. 
The reason for concern 
The heart of the CSJ Attestation issue is not really about a 
particularly anti-Christian sentiment (although the attestation does 
not align with our views on the sanctity of human life, even the 
unborn).  The crux of the issue really lies in the troubling and 
dangerous precedent being set by the government.  A course of 
action that basically says that in order to receive from the 
government, you must agree with the government on its 
ideological and moral agenda.  Since there are no laws on the 
books compelling Canadians to think in a particular way regarding 
issues like abortion, this attestation simply is really all about the 
government making sure it is funding organizations and businesses 
that are in agreement with its political and moral platform.  In a 
country in which citizens are supposedly able to believe and think 
freely of the government’s particular ideology, it is concerning that 
the government would require this type of attestation of those 
asking for public funds.  The heart of this issue is an attestation 
that seems to fly in the face of, not only many Christian 
organizations’ moral standards, but also of a society that is 
“tolerant” and free. (Of course, my point of view is not 
authoritative on this issue, there have been many thoughtful 
articles written about this subject which I encourage you to check 
out for more information:  www.cccc.org is a great resource as 
well as www.evangelicalfellowship.ca  There have also been many 
news articles published in major Canadian news outlets like Globe 
and Mail, CBC, Global, Etc….)                                                                     
The call to action:                                                                            
Some corners of Christian influence are engaging in fear 
mongering over this issue.  Calling Christians to rise up and stand 
in defiance of the government.  Using harsh rhetoric and 
inflammatory speech to incite action amongst people of faith.  This 
does not seem like a reasonable response to the issue at hand.  In 
fact, this type of action could actually serve to justify the 
misperception that many have of Christianity in our country.                                                                
Perhaps there is another way to act.  Action that respects the peace 
and unity of our country and uses the means at our disposal to 
make a difference and make our voices heard.  We are encouraged 
to write letters in response to this issue.  Letters to our local MP, to 
the Minister of Employment and even to the PMO are encouraged 
(there are templates and helpful letter writing tips on the websites 
mentioned above) as a means of letting our voices of concern be 
heard by those who try to implement these decisions and those 
who can speak against these policies.                                                    
One more course of action is to pray.  The church throughout 
history has found itself living in societies that did not share its 
kingdom perspective at best and at worst were hostile to the faith 
and the faithful.  In all cases, the church is encouraged not to give 
into temptation to conform.  But in all cases, the church is also 
encouraged to respect law and strive for peace.  One way to do 
this, perhaps the best way, is to be people who consistently pray 
for those in positions of power and influence both within the 
church and in the government.  1 Timothy 2: 1-4 Paul instructs 
Timothy to pray for leaders and those in authority that peace, 
godliness and dignity for all would be the result.  Let’s not give  

 

Monthly                                           

Next Breakfast is: 

 

Feb 24th                                               10 AM 

Dixon Wood, Matthew Burgess, Eden Gosselin 

Brycen Spears, Hailey Foster 

into the woe is me victim mentality of Christians in a prosperous and free 
land.  Let’s pray earnestly for our government and our leaders.  Let’s seek 
unity in our country and continue to be the strongest advocates for peace 
and justice through our actions and our words.   

Pastor Ryan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transliterated
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_of_Christ
http://www.cccc.org
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca


Sue’S Corner   
Observing  God’s  Laws  Important  

Phyllis Mitchell, Columnist 

Several months ago, Canadian Press carried a story 
about a truck sale that was delayed because a robin 
family was occupying a nest on one of the wheels.  
Moving the vehicle would have demolished the nest, 
and the dealership’s general manager said it would 
remain in place until the birds had vacated it.   

It was good to hear there are still people who respect 
the natural world.  It is what my father would have 
done, for he followed this principle in his farming 
days, both as a spiritual law and out of his 
compassionate nature.  Although a person may not 
realize it is an ancient precept, it’s still the right thing 
to do, and I’m sure it brings its reward in some way. 

Keeping God’s laws is always important, but so often 
we fail to do it, and then wonder why we encounter 
obstacles and problems.  Apart from the laws of 
conduct or behavior which have been plainly set 
before us, down through the years wise spiritual 
leaders have been teaching various laws which affect 
well-being.   

They emphasize, for example, what is referred to as 
the law of substitution which means that the only way 
to clear a negative thought from your mind is to 
substitute a positive one.  When negative thoughts 
come to you, don’t fight them, but concentrate on 
positive ones, preferably those which pertain to God’s 
love and power.  The positive, when repeated often, 
will gain a firm hold on your mind, and the negative 
will leave you.   

Another is the law of relaxation which points out that 
in mental activity, effort can be a hindrance, and that 
when we try to hurry mentally, we block creative 
power.  So, in order to make our minds fully creative, 
we must eliminate tension by practicing relaxation.   

One maxim we have heard 
many times is “practice 
makes perfect,” and it 
applies to every area of 
human endeavor.  If you 
wish to be proficient in 
positive thinking, you 
must practice it regularly 
in everything that 
concerns you, but always 
calmly, patiently, 
remembering the words of 
Isaiah 30:15  “In quietness 
and confidence shall be 
your strength.”                      

A maxim not mentioned 
often but which is 
definitely true is “what 
you think upon grows” or 
in other words whatever 

Your doctor may 
be able to add 
years to your life;  
but only you can 
add life to your  
 years by the 
values you hold 
and the meanings 
you discover for 
your life. 

we continually hold in our minds will be magnified in our 
lives.  When we concentrate on grievances, disappointments 
and problems, we hinder the beneficial factors which would 
improve our situation, and life remains clouded.  
 
Fortunately, it works both ways;  when we keep positive 
thoughts uppermost in our minds, when we practice them at 
every turn and stay relaxed through faith, they are magnified 
in our lives with beneficial results. 
 
It is not easy to reach this uplifted state and maintain it, but 
it’s so essential to our well-being, it’s worth our steady prac-
tice and faithfulness.  We aid our progress when we use the 
teachings of Jesus Christ as our guide and claim the power 
He provides when we accept Him as Lord and Savior.   
One of the best ways to sum up everything that has been 
written about mental and spiritual laws is to turn to the words 
of Philippians 4:8, 9  “Whatever things are true...noble…
just…pure…lovely…whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--- 
meditate on these things.  The things which you learned and 
received and heard and saw in me, do these, and the God of 

To stay current with all info & events at WainNaz,      

download the App or check out our website 

 

 

wainnaz.com 

Thank you for keeping  the hiring of a  
summer student this year as well as a  
Family Life Pastor in your prayers 

 

September Dates 

9th- Fall Fest @ Browers 

16th - Plan To Protect Meeting 

Look for our Ministry Fair 


